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IN T R 0 DUCTIO N. 


e H E Occaſion of our preſent Meet- 
ing is ſufficiently known. Happy 


— 


will the Perſons be, who ſhall have 
FOR a Scriouſneſs of Spirit, anſwerable 
to the Greatneſs of the Solemnity 
with which it muſt be allowed the Work of 
this Day ſhould be attended, 
It is plain, neither our Fathers, nor the Pro- 
pPbets, live for ever (a). Of this we have not 
long ſince had a very affecting Evidence in the 
Death of the late worthy Paſtor of this 
Church *. But it is the Comfort of the 


Saints, that i, Redeemer liveth: And He 


takes care, that there ſhall be 4 Succeſſion of pi- 
ous and faithful Men, ſuitably furniſhed for 
the very important and arduous Work of the 


. Miniſtry. 


Not but that the Omnipotent and Sovereign 
5 Lok D of the Church can work without Inftru- 


A 2 ments 


(a) Zech. i. 3. * TheRevd. Mr. Peter Ocduin. 
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mente or Means, as well as 


the Edification of his People. 


And as under the Legal Occonony, no Sa- 
crifices were to be brought to the Door of the 


| Tabernacle, but what Gop required; nor were 
' thoſe Sacrifices to be ſlain, or their Blood pre- 


ſented by any, but the Perſons whom Gop 
had allotted to the Service of the Sanctuary: So 


under the Goſþe! Diſpenſation, no Ordinances 


are to be obſerved, but what CHRIST has inſti- 


tuted ; nor are theſe to be adminiſtred by any 
other, but the Perſons called and ſeparated to 
the Office, which for that Purpoſe CHRIST 


has appointed and ſettled in the Churches (5). 
For the Hol x Ghost commanded, that Bar- 


nabas and Saul ſhould be ſeparated to the 
Work whereunto they were called (c), before 


they entered upon it. And as to Ordinary O 


ficers, ſuch as Paſtors or Elders, theſe likewiſe 


were tobe ordained in the Church (d), before 


they could lawfully execute the Functions pecu- 


| lar to their Office. The Apoſtle therefore di- 


recs Titus, (Chap. i. Ver. 5 ) that he, as an E- 
: vangeli iſt, ſhould ordain Elders in every. City, 
that is, in every City where there was a Church. 


He there ſpeaks of Church-Officers, as is very 


manifeſt from the Character which he immedi- 
wo gives. of a n fit to be ordained (e); 


who 


(3) Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. (e) Acts xiii, 2. 
(a) Acts xiv. 23 - (e) Tit. i. 6,9, 


Pleaſure, But in his infinite Wiſdom He has 
ſeen fit for his own Glory to appoint Sacred 
Ordinances, for the Converſion of Si inners, and 
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who is deſcribed to be a Man, that is not only 
 Blameleſs, ſober, juſt, and boly, but one that in 
his Teaching ho/ds faſt the faithful Word, that 
be may be able by ſound Doctrine, both to exbort, 
and to convince the Gainjayers. Now this is a 
Work, that properly belongs to the Paftoral _ 
Office, and i is to be performed by the Elders of 
Churches, 

And here I muſt obſerve, that fince the A. 
poſtle, while ſpeaking with Re gard to the ſame 
Perſons, whom in Ver. 5. bn had called El- 

ders, ſays in Ver. 7, A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs ; 

we are hereby inſtructed, that the Office of 
en Elder, and of à Scripture Biſhop, is preciſely 
the fame. And if there was now any Occa- 
ſion for it, we might eaſily prove from ſeveral 
Paſſages in the Writings of the Apoſtles, that in 


the New Teſtament theſe Terms of Paſtor, El. - 
der, and Biſhop, are only different Titles given 18 


to the ſame Officer in the Churches. 
But waving this, I ſhall only remark, that 


2 the Greek Word * which occurs in Ver. 5. andi is 


tranſlated ordain, ſignifies 20 make, or conſtitute. 
It is uſed concerning Magiſtrates, with regard 
to their being fixed in their Office. And as 
Civil Magiſtrates are to be conſtituted ſuch, and 
actually fettled in their Office, by ſome legal 
Proceeding, or ſome Ulage according to Law; 
ſo Elders in the Churches are to be conſtituted, 
ordained, ſeparated unto, and ſettled in their 
Office, according to the Direttion. that is given 
in the Ward of Gop. 
Here 


P KaTASNTNS. 
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Here then let me give ſome Account of the 
Steps, which we think ſhould be taken agreea- 
bly thereunto, in order to a Perſon's being re- 


gularly called, and ordained to be an Elder or 
Paſtor in a Church of CHRIST. This I ſhall 


attempt, not ſo much in an argumentative or 
doctrinal Manner, as in a way of plain Narra- 
tive. Thus you will have, as it were, a Plan of 


the Evangelical Worſhip and Service in which 


we are now to be engaged, and of the ſolemm 
Duties and Tranſactions that are this Day to 
paſs in this Church before Gop and the religious 
Aſſembly here preſent. This I think ſhould 
the rather be undertaken, (though briefly,) be- 
cauſe there may perhaps be ſome in this 
publick Audience, who are not ſo well ac 
quainted as we could wiſh, with the Method of = 
Proceeding generally obſerved by the Congrega- 
tional Churches in theſe ſpiritual and weighty 


Affairs. 


Dow, when a Church is become deſtitute of 
@ Paſtor, having humbly and earneſtly ſought 
to the LoR D for Direction, if there be not a 


Brother among themſelves ſufficiently qualified, 
as to the other Gifts and Furniture, as well as 
the Grace neceſſary to fit a Perſon for the 
honourable Diſcharge of that Office to the 


Church's Edification, they wait, hoping that 
in due Time the Lok D will provide, and ſend 
them from ſome other Part of his Vineyard, a 
Freper Perſon to go in and out before them 
according to'the Will of Gop ; watching, that 


in their bereaved Circumſtances they may not 


be 


r . 
- 
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be ſuffered to take one Step, that could juſtly _ 


reckoned a Detriment, or the offering Violence 


or Injuſtice, to any other Congregation. 


And when a kind Providence has pointed out 


one, whom upon juſt Enquiry and due Tryal 
they cannot but apprehend to be well qualified, 


both as to his Religious and Moral Character, 
as well as with Regard to his Miniſterial Abili- 


ties, at a convenient Time they come to a Choice. 
And at a ſolemn Meeting, held by the regular 
Appointment of the Church for that Purpoſe, 


after humble and fervent Addreſſes further made 


for the Divine Benediction and Conduct, the 
Me of the Brethren is taken. 

Niere let me obſerve, that at ſuch an Election 
every Brother in the Church ſhould endeavour 
with more than ordinary Care, to act in the 

Fear of the Lok p, and to have his Heart ſo 
ſanctified, that in giving his Voice, or lifting up 
big Hand, he may have a ſingle Eye to the 

Redeemer's Honour and the Advancement of 


his Intereſt, and to the ſpiritual Benefit and E- 
dification of his own Soul and the Souls of his 


Fiellow- Members. 


Hence it appears to be a Matter of greater 


Importance than many are aware of, that 
Chuͤrches be careful in their Admiſſions. For 


every Brother having equally 2 Right to vote 


in the Choice of a Paſtor, it follows, that as 
the Number of formal Profe efſors creeping in 


unawares ſhall increaſe, there will be propor- 


tionably the greater Danger, that upon the 


Death of 4 fail?ful Paſtor another of the like 
excellent 


> wind tne 
33 „ ts „ . * * 
" ww 2 * 4 * 
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excellent Spirit will not be choſen to ſucceed 


him. An Unbeliever's Heart cannot rightly 


__ of a truly Evangelical, of a ſtrictly 


holy and ſearching Miniſtry : There is Reaſon 
. therefore, to conclude, that he will not faith- 


fully aim to introduce it. But to return, 
Upon the general Agreement, or which is 2 


more deſirable, (if it ſhall pleaſe Gop it may 
be obtained Ny upon the unanimous Conſent of 


the Brethren, an Application is made to the 


Perſon that is choſen, giving him a ſolemn 


Call to accept and execute the Office, to which 
under the Divine Direction (as they apprehend 


at leaſt,) they have choſen him. Then continu- 
ing in Prayer, Time after Time, for a gracious 


Accompliſhment of their Defire, the en 


wait for his Anſwer. 


And if at length it ſhall thereby appear, that 


| the LoRD has inclined his Heart, after a ſerious 
| and religious Conſideration of the Caſe, to ac- 


cept their Call, they have then one great Thing, 


though not the only one neceſſary, to evidence 


that in their Choice they had the Mind and 


Will of Cux1sT. 


After this, at a proper Seaſon the Perſon cbo- 
ſen, upon his declaring his ſerious Diſpoſition to 


anſwer what he takes to be tbe Call of Gon 


by the Voice of his People, is received into the 


Church as a Member : The Right Hand of Fel- 


lowſhip being given him in the Name of Cn r1sT, 


according to the Appointment of the Church, 2 


by one of its Officers, or one e of the Brethren, 
| For 
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For we apprehend it to be very irregular, 
that a Perſon ſhould bear the Paſtoral Ofice, and 
the Rule that belongs to it in a Church of 
CnRIST, who is not fit a Member in that 
particular Church. A Practice like this, even 
in Civil Societies, would be deemed a very great 
Impropriety: For among them, Brotherhood or 


Memberſhip is thought previouſly neceſſary to a 
| Perſon's being intruſted with any Office of Pre- 


ſidency or Rule therein. 

However, though the Call of the Church, 
though the Acceptance of the Perſon choſen, and 

his being admitted as a Member, be fundamen- 
tal to the Paſtoral Relation; yet theſe are but 
Preliminaries, and not alone ſufficient to 2nve/} 

4 Paſtor i in bis Office. 

After ward therefore, upon ſome Dir ap- 

pointed, the Buſineſs of /ertzng him apart is 


with mutual Conſent publickly performed in 

the Church, as I truſt through the Divine Fa- 

vour and Affiſtance it will be this Day, in a 
very regular, ſolemn, and holy Manner. 


This indeed is a moſt ſerious, and weighty Af. 
fair; and the Management of it ought to be at- 
tended with Prayer and Faſting. For we read, 
that when Elders were ordained in the Churches, 
they prayed with Faſting (J. | 

And under ſuch Solemnity, he Church makes 
an open Declaration of the Steps they have 
taken, with Regard to the Call they have given. 
At the ſame Time, and in the ſame publick 
Manner, the Perſon that is choſen gives ſome 

-—- Account 
7 AQs xiv, 43.˙ 
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Account of his Treatment of the Call, and the 
Conſiderations that induced him to a Compliance. 
And ſince we cannot expect, that a Bleſſing 


fhould accompany a Miniſter's Labours, unleſs _ 


he be careful in his Teaching to hold faſt what 
(as we have heard before) the Apoſtie calls the 


_ faithful Word (g), it is thought expedient, that 


the Perſon to be ordained ſhould make a diſtinct 
Profeſſion of lis Faith, asto the grand and fun- 


damental Articles of the Doctrine of CHRIST; 
that upon bis wirneſing a good Confeſſion the 
whole Aſſembly may pray, with the greater En- 


couragement, Confidence, and Hope, for the 
Preſence and Bleſſing of the Lok p to be with 5 


him in all his future Miniſtrations. 


After this, the Call of the Church is recog- 


nized; ahd by the holding up of the Hands of 
the Brethren it is folemnly declared and teſtified, 
in the Preſence of Gop, Angels, and Men, that 
the Church abide by the Call they have given, 


and do actually receive the Perſon they have 
choſen as an Elder; committing themſelves un- 


der the ſupream Inſpe&tion of CHRIST to his 


Miniſterial Overſight and Care, as CurisT's 
nder-Shepherd and their Paſtor ; promiſing in 
the Fear of Gop to obey hes Inſtructions, and 


fubmit to his Rule, as theſe ſhall be reſpectively 


given or exerciſed, in the Name of CHRIST, 


and according to the Direction of his Word. 


Then the Perſen choſen recognizes his Accep- 
tance of the Call cf the Church, and openly 


declares his Conſent to rale ſhe Overf bt thereof; 


actually 
( Tit. 3, R 
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actually engaging in the Name and Strength 
of the Lok p, that he will endeavour, to the 
beſt of his Capacity, to execute the Pa floral Office, 
and faithfully d:/charge the Truſt — is there 
with committed to him; devoting himſelf, in 


a ſpecial and peculiar Manner, to the Service of” 
that Church in the Work of the Miniſtry, to 


feed them with Knowledge and Underſtanding, and 


to watch over them, that they may be guided 
and preſerved in the Order of the Goſpel, ſo long 
as it ſhall be the Pleaſure of the Loxp that he 
{hall be ſpared and continued among them, 
"Theſe Things being thus religiouſly tran(- 
acted in the — of Gop before many Wit- 
neſſes, we cannot but think the Ordination to 
be ſcriptural and valid without the Impoſition of 
Hands. For though we read, that of old, thro' 
the laying on of Hands, the Holy Ghoſt was given, 
(V) and through the Anointing with Oyl, all Man- 
ner of Diſeaſes were healed (i); yet ſince no ex- 
Traordi nary Gifts, or miraculous Cures, are now 
to be expected, we humbly conceive, that nei- 
ther of theſe /ymbolical Practices are to be con- 
tinued: And that the Impgſition of Hands at a 


Miniſter's Ordination, is now of no greater 


Significancy, than would be the Anointing with 
Ol in every Caſe of Sickneſs. 

But fince the Ordinances of Gop are to be 
ſanctiſied by the Word, as well as Prayer, it is 
therefore thought proper, and upon theſe Oc- 
caſions it is uſual, that there be both « Sermon, 

3 in 
65 Acts viii. 175 . 
(1) James v. 14. | —_ 


a 


3 * 
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in which are ſet forth the Privileges and Duties 
of the People, and a Word of Exbortation, in 
which are generally conſidered, the Nature, 
Importance, and Difficulties of the Paſtor's 
Work, with the Encouragement he has to ex- 
pect Aſſiſtance, Succeſs, and Acceptance from 
God, if thro' Grace he ſhall be enabled to be 
diligent, humble, and faithful in his Service. 
| Thele Exerciſes are intermixt with fervent 

Sußplications, and holy Thankſ#tvings, in the re- 
ligious Acts of Prayer and Singing. 
And fince it adds to the Solemnity of the 
Work of the Day, and tends to promote the 
_ Communion of Saints, the Paſtors and Meſſen- 


gers of Siſter Churches are deſired to be preſent 


upon ſuch Occaſions, (as they are this Dä,) to 
be Witneſſes of the mutual Tranſactions and 
ſtrict Engagements, that paſs between the 
Church and its Paſtor, and to 2%, ſome by the 
Advice to be given in the Sermon and Exborta- 
tion, and all, by joining in the Acts of Wor- 
ſhip, to be performed by Prayer and Praje. 


According to this Account of our 0 5 
Proceedings, and the Order which we think 
the Gofdel enjoins, as far as Matters ſtill re- 
quire, the Things I have mentioned are now 10 


be exemplified, and put in Practice. 


Wit this View it is defired, that You cf this 
Church by ſome Brother deputed would openly 
declare in the Preſence of Gop, before this Af- 
ſembly, the Steps you have taken with Regard 
to the Call you have given 10 that Servant of 

te 1 


de 


de 


© us once a Month with great Acceptance for 
a conſiderable Time ; thereby We became 
acquainted with Him and His Miniſterial 
Gifts, which we highly valued. When our 


1 


We had of the low Eſtate and Circumſtan- 

ces of our Church greatly affected Us; and 
We could not but earneſtly and frequently 
recommend our Caſe to the great Shepherd 
and King of his Church, with a ſolicitous 
Concern for His Intereſt among us, being 
at the ſame Time attentive to the Steps of 


© Providence. After the Death of our Paſtor 


cc 


"04 
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the LoRD, who is now to be ſettled among you 
in the Paſtoral Office. 
In Anſwer to this the following Declaration 
| was made in the Name of re Church by © one 
of the Brethren. | 


1 having pleaſed hs Great Gop to af- 


cc 
"CC 


cc 


<< 


cc 


cc 


flict our late Paſtor with a long Courſe of Ill- 


neſs, by which He was much interrupted 
in His Miniſtry, amongſt the ſeveral wor- 
thy Miniſters who aſſiſted us on this Occa- 


ſion, the Reverend Mr. Towle preached to | 


« Paſtor's Work ſeemed to be done, the Senſe 


21627 2 


EY Y 
cc 
(e 


cc 


cc 


t 
10 
cc 


cc 


We ſolemnly ſet apart Time to humble our- 
ſelves before the LoR D, and to beg His Pre- 


ſence, Protection, and Guidance. The E— 
ſteem We had for M.. Towle, drew Our 


Thoughts towards Him: And on Gong 
to each other Our Sentiments, We found 
them Centering in Him, as one by whom, 


under ne og and Influence of the Di- 


oh vine 


:- 


Number waited on the Reverend Paſtor of 


cc 


and requeſted the Preſence of the Reverend 
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vine Se1R1T, We might hope for a may | 


cc 


ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


1 


cc 
ce 
ec 
cc 
ec 


cc 


cc 


0 


cc 


cc 


Es F- 


cc 


«c 


cc 
ec 


T 


of the Intereſt of CR IS amongſt us. But 
about this Time our Hopes ſcem'd fruſ- 


trated, by hearing that @ neighbouring Churcbh 


had called Mr. Towle to join in the Paſtoral 


© Office over them. However, We being defir- 
ous of knowing whether Mr. Towle was un- 


der any Engagements or not, One of our 


that Church, and intimated to Him our Inten- 
tion: To which He replied, Mr. Towle was 
at his Liberty. We then apprehended our 


Way clear, and proceeded unanimouſly to give 
Mr, Towle a Call to the Paſtoral Office a- 

5s mongſt us. Under theſe Circumſtances We 
kept together in our Applications to the Throne 


of Grace, we truſt, with a Reſignation to the 


Will of Gob, to determine what ſhould 6 
« moſt for the Advancement of His own Glo- 


ry. At length o&r Church received a Letter 
from Mr. Towle, ſignifying His Acceptance 
of Our Call, which was read and heard with 


cc 


peculiar Satisfaction; and We immediately 
appointed Time to return Gop Thanks for ſo 


<< early, and we hope, ſo comfortably provi- 
ding for us; fince which We 3 from 
i Time to Time been ſeeking 1 Gop for the 


«© Continuance of His Preſence and Bleſſing. 


cc 


We have procecded to receive Mr, Towle into 


Our Fellw/hip and Communion ; and being 
* defirous He ſhould be ſolemnly fer apart to 


the Paſtoral Office, We appointed this Day 
$6 Paſtors, — 
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« Paſtors, and Meſſengers of Siſter Churches, to 
« to be ailiſting in this ſolemn Work, and to 
< be Witnelles of * F aith and Order.” an 


Now, my beloved Brother Mr. Towle, will | 
you pleaſe to give ſome Account of your Treat- 
nent of the Call of this Church, and of your ſe- 
Tious Reſolution or Determination upon It, 


To this Mr. Towle as 


At my firſt receiving the cane this Church, 


« T thought it my Duty to acquaint the deputed 7 


© Brethren who brought it, that Tivo other In- 
vitations were then before me, and that, as 
they had come previous to theirs, I propoſed 
© to conſider and diſpatch them firſt; promiſ— 
10 ing to let them know my Reſolution, as ſoon 
« as Providence ſhould enable me to make it. 
Bs « Accordingly no ſooner had Providence (for its 
Voice, and nothing elſe, was I defirous to 
351 follow,) determined me in the Negative with 
 « Reſpect to both the former, than I acquaint- | 
ed the before-mentioned Deputies of this 
« Church therewith; at the ſame Time earneſt- 
ly begging an an Intereſt in their 1mportunate 
 * Addreſſes at the Throne of Grace, that I might 
ebe directed in my Anſwer, Thither I con- 
e ſtatitly repaired myſelf, with a Mind (I truſt) 
* ſincerely diſpoſed, where ever Gop ſhould 
lead me, chearfully to follow ; till at length, 
« after Three Weeks cloſe Conſideration of the 
Affair, (in which Time I made all the En- 
2 quiries I LANES: Oy; in order to 


40 my 


9 INTRODUCTION. 


« my coming to a Determination,) I thought 
< Circumſtances were ſo ſituated, that I could 
e not poſſibly reject the Invitation. And there= _ 
fore, under a humble Senſe of my own Weak. 
© neſs, but in Expectation of Divine Aſiſtance, 
85 J have complied with their Call. In Conſe- 


quence of which, by joint Agreement we 


4 have appointed this. Day for publickly and 


e ſolemnly. . on my Paſtoral Relation to 


9 this Church. wt 


1 am yet fther to defire of you, my Bro- 


ther, that for the Reaſons already ſuggeſted, as 
well as ſome others that might be mentioned, 
vou will pleaſe to give ſome Account of your 
Faith, with Regard to the grand and important 
Articles of Divine Revelation, as contained in 
the Writings of the O and Nee Teſtament, 
and thoſe Heavenly Truths which you think it 


your indiſpenſable Duty more particularly and 


largely to inſiſt upon in the ſtated Courſe of 
your Miniſtry. 


« Here Mr. Toule delivered the Conf: 7 on of 


« his Faith, which follows immediately after 
40 this Introduction. * | 


lam perſuaded, ny dear Brotber, I ſhall 


| ſpeak the Sentiments of others in this Aſſembly, 

who have received the Truth as it is in Teſus, 
as well as my own, when I ſay, that we ac- 
count it zu/} Matter of Thanſgiving to the Gop 
of all Grace, that He has. favoured you with 
the Divine Mluminations mY his "RP led you 


into 
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into this diſtin& and clear Apprehenſion of Spi- 
ritual Things, and emboldened you in this 

free and open Manner, to make 4 Confeſſion, 

ſo very agreeable to the Analogy, or Propor- 


tion of Faith, May your Face be ſet as a Flint, 
and your Heart ever eſtabliſhed with Grace, in 


| the Pablication and Detence of theſe Evange- 


lical Truths! PEI 


bY is now proper to defire, that You, the 
Brethren of” this Church, will pleaſe to recog- 
nize the Church's Call, and to reſtify by the 


Holding up of your Hands, that you heartily a- 
Side 9 the Call you have given; and in Obe- 
dience to the Directions of the Word of 

Cu klsr, and to the Pointings of his Provi- 
dence, do now receive Mr. Towle as your Paſ- 3 
tor; ſubmitting yourſelves to bs Inſtruction and 


| Rule over you in the LoRD. 


95 Which was done accordingly.” 


It remains, * you, sir, recognize your Ac- 
ceptance of the Church's Call, and publickly 
declare your Conſent, to take the Overfight of 
them, and to fu fulfill the Paſtoral Office among 
them, as the r ſhall enable you. 

Upon which Mr. Towle made the following 


| Declaration, 


cc © Being * upon the Conſiderati- 
ons before mentioned, to fall in with the In- 
*« pation given me by this Church, Ido now 


S Publickly, in the — GOD, Angels, 


CE and 


18 INTRODUCTION, 

« and Men, recognize my Acceptance tlereof: 
« And ſolemnly engage, as the LoRD ſhall 
e enable me, to execute all the Parts of the 
* Paſtoral Office in this Church, according to 

the Direction and Rules which Cu RIS 

„ has given me in his Word; ſincerely beg- 
« ging a Share in the earneſt and conſtant Sup- 
a pflications of all preſent, that I may have 


Help from Heaven properly to W ſo 
Mm a0 o — a Truſt,” . 


La) 


'' and this Church have made, we ſhall endeavour 
1 to unite in the moſt fervent Prayer, — that a 
1: ſignal Bleſſing may crown this delightful Settle- 
4 mament; — that the future Adminiſtration of the ord 
1 and Ordinances of CHRIST in this Church may 
| | be rendered remarkably ſucceſsful, to the Glory 
7 IC of Gop, and the ſaving Benefit of many Souls; 
| -that the Advice to be given in the Ser- 
| mon and Exhortation may be inſcribed upon the 
1 Hearts of all that are preſent, as reſpectively 
17 concerned; and that we all may have ſpe- 
'l  cialReaſon to ing Eternal Praiſes, to Gop for 
this Day's Solemnity, and for the Goſpel Wort 
and Worſbip, with which it is attended. To 
18 this let all the People ſay, AMEN. 


on Abb to the Requeſt, which you, Sir, 


A Co- 
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Delivered at his 


ORDINATION, 


By THowas TowrLs. 
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s it is uſual on theſe Occaſions for the 
Perſon ordained, publickly to make a 
+ > Profeſſion of his Faith ; I do now in 

the Preſence of Gop who knows my Heart, of 
the holy Angels, and of this numerous Aſſem⸗ 

bly, ſolemnly declare, that the following Things 
I really believe, and intend (by Divine Aſſiſ- 
tance) to make the conſtant — of my 

Miniſtrations. 


* The Light * Nature . us, in 145. 
guage expreſs and convincing, that there is a 
Gor. (a) By the Things that are made are 
clearly ſeen the inviſible Things of him that made 
them, even his eternal Power and Godhead. The 
Heavens with all their beauteous Furniture, 
ſtretched over our Heads; the Earth with the 
various kinds of Creatures that grow and move 

thereon, ſpread under our Feet ; together with 

the ſeveral Wonders of our OWN Frame, the 
curious Mechaniſm of our Bodies, and 
the noble Powers, and extenſive Faculties of 
our Souls; all proclaim, as with united Voice, 
that there is One, and but one, Independent, In- 


corporcal, 
(a) Rom, i, 200 
— — 


7 4 Confeſon of 1 
corporeal, Infin te, Immutable, Ineomprehen- 
ſible, Omniſcient, Omnipreſent, Almighty, E— 
ternal, moſt Wiſe, moſt Holy, moſt Juſt, moſt 
Bountiful Being: In a Word, that there is a 
Being poſſeſſed of all Perfections, who did once 
— who till preſerves, ſupports, and governs - 
them. (5) Of him, and through him, I believe, 
are all T. * ; to whom be Glory for ever and 
even. 
II. But though the Light of Nature, or the 1 
Creatures around us, afford this inconteſtable 
Evidence, that Gon is, yet for a clearer, and 
more explicit Knowledge of what he is; what 
he has done for us; will be to us, and requires 


op us; I believe, we are indebted to a Revela- 


tion from himſelf, a Revelation not only high- 
ly expedient, but abſolutely neceſſary. Which 
Revelation is, I apprehend, contained in the Scrip- 
| tures of the 'Old and New Teſtament, 
III. That in theſe Books lie this full and 
every way perfect Diſcovery of the Divine Will, 
appears convincingly to me, from the Majeſty 
and Purity of the Things they teach, a Ma- 
jeſty, and à Purity becoming the greateſt, and 
the holieſt of Beings; from the Characters of 
the Men who pen'd them, Men who as they 
were not deceived themſelves had no Inclina- 
tion or Intereſt to deceive others, and who if 
they had, could not poſſibly have ſucceeded ;* 
from haze Deſign and Tendency, which is nit ; 
to favour the Luſts, or indulge the Paſſions of 
any, 1 had they been the Wotk of Men, it 
is 
(3) Rom. Xi, 36. 


ES 
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is reaſonable to ſuppoſe they would, ) but to ad- 
vance and promote the Glory of Gop; from 
the many Prophecies found in them, numbers 
of which have had a moſt punctual and ex- 


act Accompliſhment, nor can it be ſhewn that 
ever one good Word which God has ſpoken has ever 


Failed ; from the Maltitude of ſurprizing Mi- 
racles that have been wrought to confirm them, 


in each of which the Finger of Gop was evi- 


dent and undeniable ; from their wonderful Pre- 
ſervation, notwithſtanding the utmoſt Efforts of 


Men of all Ranks and Abilities, confederate 
with, and aided by Hell itſelf to deſtroy them ; 
and finally, from that glorious Teſtimony, 
which the Divine Spirit himſelf frequently has 
born, and often does bear to them in the Hearts 
of Believers; upon theſe Conſiderations I be- 
| lieve, that the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament are the Word of Gop. 


IV. Theſe Books, as they thus wear the Sig- 


natures of a Divine Original, I am perſuaded 
contain a Revelation of Gop's Will every Way 
compleat, in which as there is nothing ſuper- 

fluous, there is nothing wanting. Theſe 1 de- 


ſire to receive as ſuch, with the utmoſt Hu- 


mility, and with the profoundeſt Reverence. 
Whatever I find expreſsly revealed in them, or 
by plain and neceſſary Conſequence deducible 


from them, however contrary to corrupted Na- 


ture, or "LI muchſoever above the Reach of 


depraved Reaſon, I would willingly embrace. 
While on the other hand, whatever is not 


faund there, I deſire, by whomloeyer or what-_ 


loever 


2+ 4 dung of Far ru. 


ſoever recommended, as chearfully to reject. By ©” | 


| theſe, and theſe only, may my Faith and Prac- 


tice be univerſally directed! After many div 2 
ligent Searches then into them, with (I truſt). 
the utmoſt Seriouſneſs and Impartiality, and 
many earneſt Addreſſes to Gop that I might 
rightly underſtand them, the following Doc- 
trines appear to me plainly contained in them; 
and therefore I now thus ſolemnly declare, that 
I believe them, that I defire to live upon them 
as a Chriſtian, and conſtantly to * them 


as a Miniſter. 


8 Upon the Authority of this ſacred Vo- 
lome. then, I believe that there are Three Per- 
ſons in the Godhead ; who becauſe they are 
mentioned therein, under diſtinct Perſonal 

Characters, and deſcribed as diſtinctly operating, 

I believe are diſtinct Perſons, vig. the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. But becauſe 
the very ſame Divine Attributes are given to; 
the very ſame mighty Works are ſaid to be 
performed by; and the very fame exalted and 
ſupreme Worſhip to be the due of each, I be- 


lieve them to be Partakers of the ſame glorious 


Eſſence, ſo that though Three in Perſon, they 
are One in Nature, the ſame in Subſtance, | 
equal in Power and Glory, The particular 


Way indeed in which theſe Three are One, is, 


and will be an inſcrutable Myſtery ; but while 


there are numberleſs Things, even in the Beings 


which every Day preſent themſelves to my Sen- 


ſes, the Exiſtence of which I cannot deny, and 


yet the Mode of whoſe n 1 cannot fully 


com- 
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comprehend, I would humbly receive this Doc- 
trine though ſo unſearchable: And as it is moſt 
expreſsly revealed in Scripture, and of the 
greateſt and moſt eſſential Importance in the 
whole Scheme of Salvation, I defire, bowing 
at his Feet who has declared himſelf the in- 
comprehenſible Jehovah, readily, and adoringly 
to believe it. : 


VI. From this unerring Standard, the Holy 


Scriptures, as well as from' a Conſideration of 


the Divine Perfections, I am convinced that 


God not only by an Act of his Underſtanding 
knows, but that by an Act of his ſovereign 
Will, He has for his own Glbry, infallibly 
i foreordained whatſoever comes to pals ; ; yet ſo 
as that the Liberty of the Creature is not in- 


fring d on the one Hand; nor, his own glori- 
ous Attributes ſully'd or tarniſh'd on the other. 


Particularly, I believe on the concurrent Teſ- 


timony of many plain Scriptyres, that he has 


in his eternal Purpoſe, determin'd a certain 
Number of our Race to everlaſting Life, not 
on the Account of any Thing foreſeen in them, 


as a Cauſe or - Condition moving him thereto, 


but from his own good Pleaſure, and that only. 


Yet while I am convinced that he choſe them 


not becauſe they were holy, I am as firmly 
perſuaded that he foreordained that they ſhould 


be ſo, and that when he marked them out 
for Happineſs at the End, all the Means which 


were neceſſary to their keel at that End were 


determin'd. 0 He * us to Salvation tb, 
25 Sancti- . 


0 2 The. i; ii, 13. 
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Sanflification of the Spirit and Belief of the 
Truth, And with reſpe& to thoſe who are 
not the Objects of this bleſſed Choice, I can- 
not but believe and I would do it with the ut- 
| moſt Reverence of ſo awful a Truth, that he 
determin'd to leave them to feel the fad Con- 
{ſequences of their own wilful Tranſgreſſions. 
VII. From the Scriptures I learn that God 
the Father has provided for the Salvation of 
theſe his Elect, by entering into a moſt graci- 
ous Covenant with God the Son as their Head, 
and Repreſentative, and with them in bim. 
| Therein I believe Chriſt undertook to be their 
Surety, Mediator, and Advacate, in a Word, 
do do, and to ſuffer every Thing that was ne⸗ 
ceſſary to be done. and ſuffered, in order to 
their Arrival at Happineſs; while on the other 
Hand, the Father gave the Objects of his Choice 
— Chriſt, that he might redeem them, en- 
gaging to carry him through his Work, and to re- * 
ward him with everlaſting Glory when he had 
done it; the holy Spirit, the third Perſon in the 
Trinity, at the ſame Time engaging likewiſe to 
apply all the Bleſſings which the Father had 
deſign'd, and which the Son ſhould purchaſe, 
to all for whom they were deſign'd, and ſhould 
be purchas d. In this Covenant, "all neceſſary 
Bleſſings were  treaſur'd up for the Elect, and 
it is from this inexhauſtible Fountain of Life 
and Grace that all their Mercies flow; all 
which Mercies, though moſt valuable, are 
1 believe freely promiſed to us, and ſhall 


+ 
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be certainly, and as freely beſtowed upon 
VIII. I believe chat! in the Beginning it pleas'd 
Gop according to the Plan which he had 
before laid in his all-comprehending Mind to 
create all Things out of nothing, by the Word 
of his Power. (d) He ſpake, and what he 
ſhake was done, he commanded, and it flood faſt. 
Light ſhone out of Darkneſs, Order aroſe out 
of Confuſion, and in ſix Days a moſt beauti- 
ful World appeared out of an irregular and un- 
form'd Chaos, And as I believe that God made 
the World, I am from an Attention to his At- 
tributes, and to his Word as firmly perſuaded 5 
that he ſtill preſerves, and governs it. That 
as it, and all Things in it, are ever under his all- 
25 ſeeing Eye, they conſtantly reſt upon his ſup- 
_ porting. Hand. Far from imagining that he 
fits as an idle Spectator, thoughtleſs and un- 
concern'd about his Creatures, I believe he 
orders them, and every Thing relating to them 
according to the unerring Counſel of his own 
Will. Events the moſt contingent and acciden- 
tal to us, are not only known to, but conduct- 
ed by God, and whatever are the Operations 
of Second Cauſes, they are far from being in- 
dependent of Him, the great, the ſupreme 
Agent. (e) The Lord bas prepar d his Throne 
in the Heavens, and his Kingdom ruleth oven 
all, ſo minutely and ſo particularly as that not 
even (/) a falling Sparrow is beneath his No- 
tice: Which Adminiſtration is, I believe, car- 
e |. 5 ried. 
(a) Plal, xxxili. . 9. 00 Pal, Cill, 19. (F) Matt, x, 29. 
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ried on by Him, with a conſtant Regard to 


his own Glory, and the Good of his People. 
IX. After Gop had made all other Crea- 


tures I learn from the Scriptures, He created 
Man, the Glory and Sovereign of this lower 
2 World. His Body, though formed out of the 
| Earth, had no Seeds of Mortality within it, 


but was, by the Indulgence of it's ſovereign 


Creator, healthy, vigorous, and beautiful; and 
his Soul which was given him immediately by 

Gon, bore a ſtrong and lively Reſemblance of 
it's Almighty Former. Free from Ignorance, 


Depravity, or Diforder, it was the Seat of un- 


interrupted Happineſs and Purity. The Law 


of his Creator was inſcrib'd upon his Heart, 


and he was capable of yielding a perfect Obe- 


dience to that Law. 


X. With this happy Creature 1 believe the 
ſovereign Author of his Being entered into a 
Covenant, as the Head and Repreſentative of 
all who ſhould deſcend from him by ordinary 


Generation, wherein he promis'd him, and 


them with im, if he continu'd perfectly and 


perpetually obedient, immortal Life, but theat- 
ened Death temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal, to 


him and his Poſterity with him, in Caſe of 


Diſobedience; at the ſame Time ordering him 
to abſtain from a certain Tree in the Garden 


where he was plac'd, (g) The Tree of the 


Knowledge of Good and Evil, as a Teſt of his 
Obedience. 


XI. The 


(Z) Gen ii. 16, 17. 
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XI. The facred Oracles inform us that our 
fit Parents, though they enjoy'd every Thing 
that they could defire, or that an infinitely 
gracious Gor thought proper to beſtow, being 


left to the Freedom of their own Will, ſoon 
_ forfeited all Right to the Life promis and 
merited the Death threaten'd in that moſt 


equitable Covenant, for hearkening to thi: en- 


 ſnaring Suggeſtions of their grand Enemy, they, 
upon eating the forbidden Fruit, fell from that 


State of Innocence and Happineſs in Which 


they were form'd, loſt the Favour, and in- 
curr'd the Diſpleaſure of their indulgent Cre- 


ator. The Guilt of which one Traſgreiſſion 


is, I am convinc'd, not only from the expreſs. 
Declarations of Holy Writ, but from an At- 


tention to the ſaid Situation of Mankind in ge- 
neral, imputed to their Poſterity, and a corrupt 
Nature deriv'd to them from thence; ſo that 
we the unhappy Deſcendents of the firſt Adam, 


are juſtly ſaid to be (/) ſhapen in Iniquity ; (i) 
born Children of Wrath, and in a Word, ( 


by that one Man's Di ſobedience to be all mods 


Sinners: Thence (1) Judgement is come upon all 


Men to Condemnation. 


XII. Gop might I believe without any In- 
juſtice have fuffer'd the whole Human Race 


+ 5 have lain for ever amidſt theſe fad Conſe- 


quences of this Apoſtacy, but having deſign'd 
Salvation for ſome among them, immediately 


upon the Fall, he was graciouſly pleas d to give 


an Intimation thereof, in e that ( the 
Seed 


W Pha. vi. 7 (0 Epteſ li. I, (4) ow v. 10. 
(/) Rom, v. 18. (m) Gen, ny 15. 
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Seed of the Woman, ſhould break the Head of 
the Serpent, which Revelation, though at firit 
but like the faint Dawn of the Morning, ſhone 


| more and more to the perfect Day. 


XIII. Agreeable to theſe early Intimations, 
the Scripture aſſures us that in Purſuance of the 
* before mention'd Covenant, enter'd into be- 
tween the Father and Himſelf, the Son the ſe- 
cond Perſon in the adorable Trinity, when the 
Time fix d for his Incarnation was fully come, 
took our Nature, ſurrounded with all the ma- 
ny Infirmities to which it was ſubject, Sin 
only excepted, into union with his Divine; here- 
by becoming able, as Man, to ſuffer, and be- 
ing Gop to ſatisfy : (u Without Controverſy, 
great is this Myſtery of Cannes, G O D mani- 
' feſt in the Fleſh 

XIV. I believe that he thus appear d in our 


World, as his People's Surety, that he was 


nade under that very Law which they had 
broke, that he in every Reſpect magnified 
and made it honourable, obeying its Commands 
in a ſinleſs Life, and ſuffering its whole Pe- 


9 nalty, due to us in a ſhameful, painful, and 


accurſed Death, hereby making an infinite, and 
ſo a full Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice, and 
working out a Righteouſneſs, on the Imputa- 
tion of which to his People they are diſcharg'd 
from Guilt, are reconcil'd to Gop, and 
have a Title given them to eternal Happineſs 
and FINE (0 ) He was made Sin for us, though 
be 
See Article the vn th, 4 1 Tim, iii, 16. 
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he knew no Sin, that we might be made the Right- : 


eouſneſs of GOD in is. 
XV. Our bleſſed Loxp having ſubmitted 
to the Stroke of Death, the Scriptures inform 


us he was laid in the Grave, where he ſaw no 
Corruption, but on the Third Day he adeclar'd 


himſelf” the Son of GOD with Now: by his 
triumphant Ręſurrection from it, after forty 
Days continuance on Earth, in which Time, 


(þ) he ſhew'd himſelf alive to his choſen Apoſ. 
tles, by many infallible Proofs, ſpeaking of the 


Things partaining to the Kingdom of GOD, he 


aſcended to Heaven in their Sight, and is now 


ſeated at the right Hand of the Majeſty on High ; 
there pleading for the Application of thoſe 


Important Bleflings which he has purchas'd, 


to all whom the Father has given him, and 
there managing the Mediatorial Kingdom com- 
mitted to him, for their Advantage. This once 


humbled, but now gloriouſly exalted Perſon, is 
I am perſuaded the true Meſſiah, (g) the only 
Mediator between GOD and Man, and (r) 
there is no other Name given under Heaven, a- 
mong Men, but his, whereby we can be ſaved. 


XVI. All ſuch as were choſen of Gop, and 
redeemed by Chriſt, are, I believe, in Time ef- 
ſectually call'd out of that miſerable Condi- 
tion they are in by Nature. Their Under- 


ſtandings, once dark and benighted, are ſa- 
vingly enlighten'd ; their Wills, once obſtinate 
and inflexible, are ſweetly inclin'd ; ; and their 
Affections which once ran in a different Chan- 


3 
40 Ads i. 2 (70 I Tim, i, 5. (r) Acts iv. 12. 
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nel, are univerſally ſpiritualiz d; in a Word, 


ſuch a mighty Change paſſes upon all the Pow- 
ers and Faculties of their Souls, that the hap- 


py Perſons on whom it · paſſes may very juſtly 
be ſatid to be new born and new created: Which 


wonderful Alteration is, I believe, entirely ow- 
ing to the powerful Operations of the Divine 
Spirit, who in effecting it deals with men as 

reaſonable Creatures. Such (/) are born, not 


of Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh nor of lle Z 


Will of Man, but of GOD. 
XVII. From the Scriptures I nen; that all 


who are effectually called are juſtified, that 
their Sins are pardon'd, that their Perſons are 
accepted and accounted righteous, not on Ac- 


count of any Thing done by them, or wrought 


in them, but on Account of the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt imputed to them upon their 
believing in him and receiving him as offer'd 


in the "Goſpel. (te) For as by the Offence of 


one, Judgment came upon all Men to Condem- 
nation, even fo by the Righteouſneſs of one, the 


Free Gi ft comes upon all Men to Puſtification 


of . Life, Which ineſtimable Privilege though 
it was deſign'd for Believers from Eternity, 


and purchas d by Chriſt for them in the Ful- 
neſs of Time, yet does it not actually become 


their's, till the Holy Spirk applies the Righte- 


af of Chriſt to them and enables them 
by Faith to receive it. 


XVIII. The Faith which is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary in Juſtification, is J apprehend, a Grace 


wrought in us * the Divine Spirit, whereby, 


thoroughly 
00 John i. 7M 8 © Rom. "RE | 
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thoroughly ſenſible of our Miſery by Nature, 


and of our utter Inability to recover ourſelves 
from it, we readily aſſent to whatever the 


Scripture reveals concerning Chriſt, apply to 


him, and reſt the whole weight of our Souls 
upon him, as our only, and all. ſufficient Sa- 
viour, cordially embracing that Righteouſneſs 
for the Sake of which alone we are juſtified, 


XIX. Repentance is, I believe, a conſtant At- 
tendant of this Faith, by which I mean a Grace 


like that, wrought in the Heart by the pow- 


erful Operations of the Holy Spirit, whereby 


the Sinner beholding his Iniquities, and parti- 
cularly his Unbelief, in their proper Colours, 


as they are hateful to Gop, and as they defile 
his Soul, encourag'd by the gracious Revela- 
tion of Pardon and Forgivneſs through Chriſt, 
fill'd with the utmoſt Abhorrence of them, 


| determines no longer to indulge them, but (a - 


Divine Grace ſhall enable him) conſtantly to 


flee from them, (u) cleanſing himſelf from all 


Filthynefs of 2% and Spirit, perfecting Ho- 
lineſs in the Fear of GOD. 

XX. All who are juſtified, the Scriptures FR 
dure are (through Chriſt) adopted into the Fa- 
mily of Heaven, (x) Though once Strangers, 
and Foreigners they become be e with 


the Saints, and of the Houfhold of GOD. He 
dignifies them with the Character of Children, 


and gives them all the Privileges of ſuch, act- 


ing conſtanty towards them, as on indulgent 


and 


Father. He pitics, protedis, and provides them, 
(4) 2 Cor. vii. 1. — (ﬆ) Luke ll. 19. 
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34 4 Confeſſion of n 
and deſigns their Good whenever he corrects 
them: In a Word, he gives them continual | 
Teſtimonies of his paternal Regards for them 
on Earth, till he receives them to dwell for 
ever with him in TReaven, i. 
XXI. I believe that all who are oftifed, "hd 
adopted into the Family of Hon are ſancti- 
fied. The Dominion of Sin is gradually weak- 
ned, and thoſe gracious Habits which were 
infus d into them at effectual Calling, are gra- 
dually ſtrengthen'd by him who at firſt infus d- 
them. The Holy Spirit having reſtamp'd 
the Divine Image on the Souls of Gop s Peo- 
ple which the Fall had obliterated, is daily 
brightening it, and removing every Thing which 
has a tendency to obſcure it, till at length they 
are all (y) preſented faultleſs, unblemiſh'd, and 
compleatly holy, before the Preſence of bis Glo- 
ry, with exceeding Foy. 5 
XXII. Such as are juſtified, adopted, and 
fſanctified, are I believe, at ſome Seaſons, (un- 
der the ſealing Influences of the Divine Spirit) 
favour'd with an undoubted Aſſurance of their 
own Perſonal Intereſt in theſe ineſtimable Bleſ- 
 fings. But while I am firmly perſuaded from 
the Word of Gop, and Gem the Experience 
of many, that this comfortable Privilege fre- 
quently attends Faith, and is never given with- 
out it, I cannot venture to lay, that it is 
| eſſential to it, or inſeperable from it, many of 
Gop's dear Children having never enjoy'd it, 
and thoſe of them who baye N it, hav- 


1 ing 


3 5 jude ver. 24. 


A Omfeſſm of Faru. 33 
ing at other Times loſt it; the Spirit herein 


acting as a Sovereign Agent, arviding to every 


bonne ſeverally as be will. 


XXIII. All true Believers ſhall, I am con- 
vinc'd, perſevere to the End, and at laſt be 


ſav'd. Notwithſtanding them any reſtleſs, and 
inveterate Enemies both around them, and 


within them, who watch for their halt- 


ing, being the Objects of God's immutable, 
and eternal Purpoſe ; being inſeparably united to 
Chriſt ; and having his Spirit dwelling in them ; 


they ſhall not miſs of the promis'd Happineſs. 
But though Gop may for a Time (to ſhew 


them their entire Dependence upon himſelf, 


and the great Need they have of maintaining 
a conſtant Watchfulneſs over themſelves) oe 5 

prive them of the pleaſing Senſe of his Re- 
gards for them, thoſe Regards ſtill remain un- 
| ſhaken, they ſhall be recoyer'd from their Back- 


| ſlidings, and after all their Struggles, and Tri- 


als, ſhall receive the End of their Faith, in the 


compleat and everlaſting Salvation of their Souls, 


(S Sach may be confident of this very Thing, 
that he who has begun the good Work in them, 


will perform it untill the Day of Jeſus Chriſt. 

XXIV. I believe that al thoſe who profeſs 
the Name of Chriſt, and the Tenor of whoſe 
| Converſation is aprecable to ſuch a Profeſſion, 


are required for their ſpiritual Comfort and Edi- 


fication, to enter into Fellowſhip, and that all 
ſuch as do thus wherever they are ſcatter'd, 


may be call'd the viſible Church of Chriſt 5 


(2) Phil, i. 6. 
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36 A Confeſſon of Farr#. 
: Earth, whereof he is the ſole Head, and bebe 
in he only has a Right to govern, Which 
large Body is diſtributed into ſeveral  Goipel- | 
Churches. 
XXV. By a Goſpel- ": yy I would be un- 


derſtood to mean a Number of Perſons who 


in a Judgment of Charity may be eſteem'd 
real Chriſtians, united by mutual Conſent to 
walk together, according to the Rules Chriſt 
has left in his Word, for his Glory, and their 
own Edification, A Society ſo conſtituted has, 
1 apprehend, a Right to chuſe its own Officers, 
and to receive into it, ſuch as appear duly 
qualified for Admiſſion, or to caſt out ſuch as 


by the Badneſi of their. Principles, or tho 


Looſneſs of their Practices, beſpeak themſelves 
unworthy Members. | 

XXVII. For the Advantage of his Chih: 
Chriſt its Head, has I believe from Time to 
Time, appointed proper Officers in it. Thoſe 
who were extraordinary, being peculiar to the 
firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, Prophets, Apoſtles, 
and Evangeliſts, are long ſince ceas'd, the only 


Ones therefore now remaining are Paſtors, or 


Biſhops and Deacons: Deacons to manage its 
temporal Concerns ; and Paſtors to feed it with 


ſound Doctrine, to preſide in all its ſpiritual 
Affairs, to ſee that the Order which Chriſt has 


erected in it, be ſteadily maintain'd, and in 
particular to adminifter the two Sacraments 
Which he has ordain'd to be-obſerv'd in them 
to the End of the World; iin, and the 
Lord's OF 


XXVI . 


XXVII. Baptiſm is an Ordinance, wherein 
by waſhing with Water, in the Name of 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoft, is ſig- 
| nified the Removal of the Guilt of Sin by % 

' ſprinkling of the Blood of Feſus, aud of its 


Filth by the waſhing of Regeneration, and 


whereby the Party baptiz d, being admitted 


into the viſible Church, is ſolemnly engag'd 


to devote himſelf, to be the Lord's. This Or- 


dinance is I apprehend to be adminiſtred to 
all who profeſs their Faith in Chriſt, and to 


their Infant Seed, 
XXVIII. The Lord 8 Supper is a Sacra- 


ment, wherein by giving and receiving Bread 


and Wine according to Chriſt's Appointment, 


his Death and Sufferings are conſtantly ſnew- 
ed forth; and wherein by eating the one, and 
drinking the other, the Faith of thoſe who 


worthily communicate, go forth after his Bo- 


dy and Blood ; their Growth in Grace is pro- 
moted; their Communion with each other 
5 ſirengthen d, and they laid under freſh Obli- 

gations to live to the Praiſe of their dying 


Redeemer, 


n 


of Men return to the Duſt, from whence they 


were taken, and there ſee Corruption, but that 


their Spirits, immaterial and immortal, far from 


ſleeping or dying with their Bodies, immediate- z 


ly aſcend to GOD who gave them, The Souls 
of the Wicked go from him into endleſs Mi- 
ſery, and thoſe of the Righteous are conduct- 


ed by him to eternal Glory 3 _ each waiting in 
their 
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38 A Confeſſon of FAITH, 


- their different Places, the Reſurrection of their 
reſpective Bodies. 
XXX, The Scriptures aſſure us, that there 
is a (a) Day coming, (though the preciſe 
Time of its Arrival is for many wiſe Reaſons 
hid from us) wherein God will judge the Se- 
crets of all Hearts, by Chriſt Jeſus. In order 
to his ſo doing, I believe, (b) there ſhall be a 
general Reſurrection, both of the Juſt and Un- 
To: All the Dead wherever diſpers d, or how 


Jong ſoever they have ſlept, ſhall upon the ſound- 


ing of the Archangel's Trumpet, at once a- 
waken, and ſtart up into Life. Each Soul 


ſhall re-enter, and be re-united to its former Bo- 


dy. Upon which all Mankind ſhall be plac'd 
before the Tribunal of the univerſal Judge, 
and ſhall receive a moſt juſt, and impartial Sen- 
tence from his Mouth. (c Depart ye Curſed 
Into everlaſting Fire ſhall be the righteous, but 


awful Language of his Lips to the unhappy 


Wicked on his left Hand; while his People 
on the Right ſhall, to their inexpreſſible Sa- 
tisfaction hear thoſe ſweet Accents of Mercy 
flowing from his Tongue; (4) Come ye bleſſed 
Children of my Father, inberif the Kingdom pre- 
fared for you, from before the Foundation of the 
World. The Conſequence of which equitable 
| Proceedure, will be that (e) the one ſhall go a 
way into everlaſting Puniſhment, and the other 
into Be eternal. 7 an 
Theſe 
ae? Rom. ii. 16. ö) Acts xxiv. 15, (c) Matt. xxv. 
0 ver. 34. (&) ver. _ — 7 v | 
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A Confeſſion of FAI T It. 9 

Theſe are the Articles of my Faith, which 

as I really believe, I intend (by Divine Aſſiſ- 
tance) conſtantly to preach, and would hum- 
| bly beg an Intereſt in the importunate Sup- 
plications of all preſent, that I may be enabled 
ſo to preach them, as that I may at length 


* 


(f) bath ſave myſelf and them that hear me. 
+ Y 1 Tim, iv. 16. 7 
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I doubt not but you have A as I with 


Pleaſure have done, that our beloved Bro- 


ther Towle, has publickly here declared his 
_ earneſt Defire, once and again, of all the 


People's Prayers to Gop for him. I readily 


Join iſſue with him, and heartily concur to 


promote his Requeſt, and make it effectual. 


Now therefore, as the Providence of Gor, has 

called me by the Voice of this Church, 1 
to ſpeak to you, a Word in Seaſon, upon 
the preſent Occaſion; I ſhall endeavour to 
improve the few Minutes, allotted to my 

Share, in the Service of this Day, by recom- 

| mending, and prefling upon you, the Prac- 

tice of a Duty, but litttle (I fear) regarded, 


and too 1 neglected by Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſors; and even Church Members themſelves, 


in this our degenerate Day; and that is 
Prayer for your poor Miniſters. To this 
Purpoſe, I call for, and command your Atten- 
tion, to the Word of Gop, as delivered by 


the Apoſtle Paul, for our Uſe and loftruc- 


tion. 


pg 6 few! 


* a 1 Ge — „ * 9s 4 
2 
2 . r (4 Hr "a; 
9 eee — q W r — +," ts - 
2 3 4 


$. is 


[4] 


Rom. xv. 30 


NN ow, I beſeech you Brethren, for the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake ; and for 
the Love of the Spirit, that ye 
firive together with me, in your 


| Prayers to GOD for me. 


X AV Text repreſents to our Conſideration, 


the vehement Deſire, and importunate 


Requeſt of a great Apoſtle, made to the Mem- 
bers of that Church of Chriſt, to whom he was 
now coming to miniſter a while in holy Things. 
What he hopes for, and truſts in Gop, with 


aſſured Confidence of, is that he ſhall come to 


them in the Fullneſs of the Bleſſing of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, either find them full; well 
| ſtored with Goſpel Righteouſneſs, Grace, and 


Holineſs ; or come full fraught himſelf, as a 


richly laden Veſſel, able, out of his abun- 
dant Stores, to diſpenſe and communicate the 


precious Benefits and Bleſſings of the Goſpel 


to the Church; to this End, he ſubjoins the 


Petition I have read in the Text 
It conſiſts of two Pars: A folemn In- 


troduCtion ; and an ardent Supplication. In 
both, he manifeſtly declares the Warmth of 


his Affection and the Strength of his Incli- 
nation, to obtain the Fayour he fo earneſtly 
Holicits at their Hands, = 4a 
Mes ie. I. The 


| The SERMON. 45 
I. The Solemnity wherewith his Petition is 
introduced, is very obſervable. I beſeech n 
Brethren, jor the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, and 
for the Love of the Spirit, Here we have, 4 
1. An Obſecration. I beſeech you Brethen, 
[ napexeaz ] I exhort, I vehemently defire, 1 
intreat, and beg as upon the bended Knee of 
my Soul, you would grant what I aſk, 
2. An Obteſtation, for the Lord Feſus Chriſt! * 
Sake, [a] by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 
1 am, and N ſerve, his Glory and In- 
tereſt, are nearly concerned in this Affair, 
and the principal End of all my Labours, 
| and Goſpel Miniftrations. | 
3. A Perſuaſion. For or by the Love of the Spi- 
rit; a forcible Argument, which urges in a Way 
of Gratitude, as the Holy Ghoft is the great 
Benefactor of. Believers; the Well-head and 


_ Fountain, the immediate Worker of all Graces 


in their Hearts, and under whoſe Conduct they 
are progreſſive and perſevere in Grace to the 
Perfection of it in eternal Glory. 
II. An ardent Supplication. That you ftrive . 
togetber with me, in your Prayers to GOD for 
me; what is uſherd in, with ſuch an awful 
Preface, muſt needs be a Matter of Weight, 
and Importance. Here we may obſerve, 
1. The Matter requeſted of them. 

2. The Manner recommended to them. 
1. The Matter requeſted of them. Their 
Prayers to GOD for bim; which is not bare- 

ly to be eſteemed, as ſome repreſent the Caſe, the 
Condeſenſion of a great Apoſtle, as if it were 
a Stoop in him, to beg the Prayers of the 
7 meaneſt 


ab Nes ERM ON. 
meaneſt of Believers. But hereby he teſtifies 
his abſolute Dependance upon Gop, for eye- 


iy Mercy, as a Gop, who does not reſpe& 
the Perſons of Men, but the Contrition of 
| Heart; the Purity and Piety of thoſe who 


call upon him in Chriſt, whatever their Con- 


dition may be in the World; he alſo evidences 
by this Means, that Chriſtians ſtand in Need 


of one another's Prayers, and mutual Aſſiſtance. 
2. The Manner recommended to them, 


| That you firive together with me, he does not 
aſk the cold, formal, lifeleſs Petitions, mum- 
bled over only with the Organ of Speech, 


while the Heart is unaffected, unmoved ; but 


effectual fervent Prayer, a pouring out of the 
Soul, to the Lokpd. The Word fignifies to 
be in an Agony with him, [eb dyancadar] Pray- 
er is a holy Contention or ſtriving with Gop, 


as if Mercies were to be wrung out of his 
Hands, and extorted from him by Force: In 


this Senſe, the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers 
Violence, and the Violence take it by Force. 
as Moſes, to whom the Lok p fays, let me 
alone, as one, who by ardent Prayer, reſtrained 
bim from executing his Threats, and turned 


away his Wrath. And Jacob, who ſays, I 


will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me: And 
the Prophet's Advice, give him no Reſt, till 
he do good to his People. Vou are to agonize 


in Prayer for your Miniſter : When he wreſtles, 


and you wreſtle together with him in Prayer 
to Gop, this gives a Comfortable * of 


. and a Wing. 
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The SERMON. 4% 
All 1 have to ſay to you, from the Words, 


is, we beg your Prayers; and this is the Sum 
and Subſtance, the Drift and Scope, of my 
' Diſcourſe. The Miniſters of Chriſt earneſtly 


deſire the Prayers of the People; eſpecially 


thoſe among whom their Labours are ſtated] 


exerciſed. I need go no farther for Proof, then 
2 Example, who almoſt in all his Epiſtles, 
with Fervour and Frequency, makes and ingemi- 
nates this Requeſt to the Saint; thereby declaring 
how much he inſiſted and how great a Value 


he ſet upon the Prayers of priyate Chriſtians. I | 
ſhall briefly confider, 


T. The Rationate, or Reaſons of our Repueſt. 
2. The Materiate, or Subſtance of it; what 


1 Mercies you are to pray for on our Be. 
half. 


T. The Reaſons of our r Requeſt, why your 


Miniſters defire your Prayers, in a Field ſo 
copious, I muſt not expatiate: T'wo Reaſons 
only ſhall ſuffice for the Preſent. They know 


the Worth of Prayer, and their own Neceſſity. 
1. The Worth and Uſefulneſs of Prayer; 


the excellent Advantages to be gained thereby, 
and the mighty Prevalency of it with Gon. 


Prayer is the ordinary Means of our Com- 
merce with Heaven, of keeping up the Crea- 
tures Reſpect to Gop, and maintaining Cor- 


reſpondence with him. The Eycs of all wait 


upon Gop, he opens his Hand, and ſatisfies 


their Deſires, why are the Creatures made u 


of Deſires and Wants, but that their Eyes 


may be up to Gon he will haye us fetch in 


3 
25 k 3 


48 The SERMON. 


Mercy by Prayer. When he has promiſed, 


he loves 4 have his Promiſes put in ſuit; I 


will yet be enquired of for this, by the Houſe 
of Iſrael, Gop would not deliver Peter, but 


by the Church's Prayers, fee As xii. 5. Pray- 
er broke open the Priſon Doors, knock's off 
his Fetters, and reſtored him ſafe to the Church. 

Paul ſeems to aſcribe in Part, his own Salva- 
tion, to the Prayers of the People, Phil. i. 19. 
I know that this ſhall turn to my Salvation, 
through your Prayers, and the — 5 of the 


Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt: Your Prayer, as that 


Chriſt's Spirit as efficient Cauſe, and principal 


Agent; Mercies are ſweetened by the Interpo- 


ſal of Prayer between them, and our Deſires, 


aſk and receive, that your Joy may be full; 


we beſt wear, and enjoy with greateſt Pleaſure, 
the Bleſſings won by Prayer; and uſually make 
the beſt improvement of thoſe 3 we 
get upon our Knees from Gop, but this is too 
general. I proceed to the particular Caſe of 
Miniſters, why they inſiſt fo ee on your 
Prayers. 

2. Miniſters VEN their own Neceſſities, are 
conſcious not only of their natural and inful 


Infirmities, but alſo the ſpecial Need they have 


of your Afiftance in Prayer for them, as they 


are Minifters; and it may be, no one ſet of 


Men upon Earth, ſtand more in Need of Pray 


er, then Goſpel. Miniſters; for four Reaſons, 


they have peculiar Obligations, peculiar Temp- 


tations, peculiar Dithculties, and peculiar Er- 
rands, 


I f Mi- | 


_ ; 
1. Miniſters are under peculiar Obligations 
as to the Bond of Faith, Love, Obedience, 
and all the other Injunctions of the Covenant of 
Grace, they are common to them with all Chriſ- 


tians, but above and beſide they are laid and 
lay themſelves under ſpecial Engagements to 
| Chriſt, and his Church, which are peculiar 
and proper to them as Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
the ordaining a Man to the Miniſterial Em- 
ployment, binds him in the ſtrongeſt Cords, 
to anſwer the Charge, and keep the great De- 
poſite committed to his Truſt. It is called by 
ſome an Ordination Vow, as your Miniſter who 
is this Day ſeparated, or rather ſeparates and 
ſets himſelf apart to the Service of Chriſt and 


your Souls, does hereby enter into religious 
Bonds with the Lok D our Redeemer and this 


Church; he has ſolemnly bound himſelf by 
a Vow and an Oath, dedicated and devoted 


himſelf to the Lord's Service, in the Work of | 


the Miniſtry, liſted under his holy Banner, tak- 

en as it were the Sacramentum Militare, as 
a Soldier; he has ſworn Allegiance to the Cap- - 
tain of Salvation, to fight his Battles againſt 


all his Enemies valiantly, without flying and 
fainting, perpetually without retreating, or 
ceaſing till ſummoned away, and diſmiſt by 


his Order at Death; at the ſame Time he has 
entered into a Kind of matrimonial Contract 


with this Church, and ſolemnly covenanted to 
be your Servant for Jeſus's Sake, to do his 
utmoſt Endeavour to promote your ſpiritual 


and eternal Welfare. Methinks I hear him 


G ſay, 


co Te SERMON, 
ſay, For the Lorp's Sake Brethren pray for 
me, that I may be faithful to Chriſt, faith- 
ful to you, 
2. Miniſters are liable to peculiar Tempta- 
tions, it is not only our Caſe to be taken with 
luch Temptations as are common to Men, 
common to Chriſtians as ſuch ; but we meet 
with many dangerous Snares and Temptations, 
which are proper to ourſelves, as Miniſters of 
Chriſt, fuch as we are obnoxious to in the 
Execution of our miniſterial Office, we have 
the ſame ſtrong Corruptions within us as others 


| have, Fewel for Satan and apt as Tinder to 


catch Fire from the Sparks of his ſubtle Temp- 
rations. His hoſtile Rage breaks out with the 

greateſt Fury and Malice againſt the Men whoſe | 

profeſſed Work it is to uphold and propagate 

the Redeemer's Kingdom and Intereſt in the 

World. The great red Dragon labours to draw 
the Stars of Heaven with his Tail, the An- 
gels of the Churches are the ſpecial Butt of his 
Malice, and to prevent their Uſefulneſs, is the 
daily Employment of that implacable Spirit; 
we have enough in our own Hearts to ruin us, 
are too prone to imagine ſomewhat of a Self- 
ſufficiency to think ourſelves ſomething, when 
indeed we are nothing. Our proud Spirits are 
apt to aſpire at a Partnerſhip with Gop in the 
Salvation of Souls, if we labour abundantly 
and fancy we have done well, it is difficult to 
exclude ſelf, and ſay, Not I, How heinouſly 
may Gop reſent our ambitious Folly, as Ita. 
x. 15. Shall the Ax boaſt itſelf againſt bim that 


hews 
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hews therewith, or ſhall the Saw magnify itſelf 
againſt him that ſhakes it, Let the Carpen- 


ter fling an Ax, a Hammer, a Saw, and other 
Tools upon the Ground, and bid them go build 
an Houſe, what Progreſs are they like to 
make, while chere they lie untouched by the 
Hand of an Artiſt. Miniſters are but Axes, 


and Saws, meer Inſtruments, can do nothing 


till the great Artificer takes them in Hand, and 
_ co-operate with them. Who is Paul, and who 
is Apollus? He that plants is nothing, he that 
waters is nothing, all the real Agency, Influ- 


ence, and Increaſe is of Gop. We are ſtill 


more ſtrongly tempted, to aſſume a Superiority 
_ over the People, as if we were ſomething more 
than Men, had Dominion over your Faith, 


and were Maſters not Miniſters of the Goſpel. 


This aſpiring Spirit appeared even in Chriſt's 
Diſciples, who thought of exerciſing Lordſhip, 


and were therefore ſeverely rebuked by our 
meek and lowly Redeemer, and the extrava- 
cant Increaſe of it in the After-Apes of the 
Church, has brought all the fulſom Diſtincti- 


ons and Dignitaries in the Chriſtian World, 
Archdeacons, Deans, Prebends, Prelates, Arch- 


prelates, Cardinals, Popes, whoſe Avorice and 


Ambition, have introduced all the horrid Su- 


perſtitions, ſenceleſs Errors, idolatrous Wor- 


ſhip, ridiculous Practicies, and the whole cum- 
brous Fabrick of the popiſh Babel. We fond- 


ly conceit ourſelves to be Ambaſladors, and 
want to live as ſecular Ones in Pomp and Splen- 


dor, to roll in our Coaches, and riot in Lux- 


. ury. 
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ſay, Fot the Lorp's Sake Brethren pray for 
me, that 1 * be faithful to Chriſt, faith- 
ful to you. 
2. Miniſters are liable to peculiar Tempta- 
tions, it is not only our Caſe to be taken with 
ſuch Temptations as are common to Men, 
common to Chriſtians as ſuch ; but we meet 
with many dangerous Snares and Temptations, 
which are proper to ourſelves, as Minifters of 
__ Chriſt, ſuch as we are e e to in the 
Execution of our miniſterial Office, we have 
the ſame ſtrong Corruptions within us as others 
have, Fewel for Satan and apt as Tinder to 
catch Fire from the Sparks of his ſubtle Temp- 
tations. His hoſtile Rage breaks out with the 
greateſt Fury and Malice againſt the Men whoſe 
profeſſed Work it is to uphold and propagate 
the Redeemer's Kingdom and Intereſt in the 
World. The great red Dragon labours to draw 
the Stars of 7 — with his Tail, the An- 
gels of the Churches are the ſpecial Butt of his 
Malice, and to prevent their Uſefulneſs, is the 
daily Employment of that implacable Spirit; 
we have enough in our own Hearts to ruin us, 
are too prone to imagine ſomewhat of a Self- 
ſufficiency to think ourſelves ſomething, when 
Indeed we are nothing. Our proud Spirits are 
apt to aſpire at a Partnerſhip with Gop in the 
Salvation of Souls, if we labour abundantly 
and fancy we have done well, it is difficult to 
exclude ſelf, and ſay, Not I. How heinouſly 
may Gop reſent our ambitious Folly, as Ifai. 
X. 15. Sb tte Ax boaſt "ie if againſt bim that 


hews 
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1 therewith, or ſhall the Saw pi iel, 
againſt him that ſhakes it. Let the Carpen- 
ter fling an Ax, a Hammer, a Saw, and other 
Tools upon the Ground, and bid them go build 

an Houſe, what Progreſs are they like to 
make, while there they lie untouched by the 

Hand of an Artiſt. Miniſters are but Axes, 

and Saws, meer Inſtruments, can do nothing 

till the great Artificer takes them in Hand, and 
co- operate with them, Who is Paul, and who 


is Apollos? He that plants is nothing, he that 


Waters is nothing, all the real Agency, Influ- 
ence, and Increaſe is of Gop, We are ill 
more ſtrongly tempted, to aſſume a Superiority 
over the People, as if we were ſomething more 
than Men, had Dominion over your Faith, 
and were Maſters not Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
This aſpiring Spirit appeared even in Chriſt's 
Diſciples, who thought of exercifing Lordſhip, 
and were therefore ſeverely. rebuked by our 
meek and lowly Redeemer, and the extrava- 
gant Increaſe of it in the After-Ages of the 
Church, has brought all the fulſom Difſlincti- 
ons and Dignitaries in the Chriſtian World, 
Archdeacons, Deans, Prebends, Prelates, Arch- 
prelates, Cardinals, Popes, whoſe Avorice and 
Ambition, have introduced all the horrid Su- 
perſtitions, ſenceleſs Errors, idolatrous Wor- 
ſhip, ridiculous Practicies, and the whole cum 
brous Fabrick of the popiſh Babel. We fond- 
ly conceit ourſelves to be Ambaſſadors, and 
want to live as ſecular Ones in Pomp and Splen- | 
dor, to roll in our Coaches, and riot in Lux- 
8 ury. 
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_ ury, For the ſame Reaſon, we are apt to pre- 
varicate and conceal the Counſel of Gop, to 
be Men-Pleaſers, and ſerve our own Bellies, 
like the many, 2 Cor. ii. 17. who corrupt 
the Word of GOD, | karm , ] they caupon- 
ate or cook the Word to the Palate of the 
Hearers, ſuit it to their Taſte, leſt Offence be 
taken, and our worldly Advantages be dim i- 
niſhed. It is hard for us, as of Sincerity, as 
of Gop, in the Sight of Gop, to ſpeak in 
_ Chriſt, not as pleaſing Men but Gop, who tries 
our Hearts, Now if we are compaſſed about 
with ſuch, and numberleſs other Temptations 
have we not Reaſon to beg your Prayers. 
3. Miniſters have their peculiar Difficulties, 
the Goſpel Miniſtry, if duly diſcharged, is a 
| laborious and painful Employment, to hold 
forth the Word of Life as Lights in the World, 
to be Examples as well as Inſtructors to the 
Flock of Gop, to go before the Believers in 
Holineſs, to carry a Torch in our Hands, a 
Light to direct and accompany the benighted 
Traveller in the difficult Way to Heaven, to 
warn the Unruly, comfort the Mournful, ſup- 
port the Weak, with the many other Duties of 
a Chriſtian Miniſter, call aloud to you for earn- 
eſt Prayer to Gop, for extraordinary Aſſiſtance, 
a great Stock of rich and valuable Furniture is 
required, to make the Man of Gop perfect, K 
thoroughly furniſhed to all good Works. But 
ſuppoſing him perfect Maſter of all uſeful an- 
tient and modern Learning, by the Blefling 
of God. * his "ew Studies, and aſſidu- 
| on 
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ous Labours ; yet when he has got the Fur- 
niture he knows not how to uſe and improve 
it to the beſt Advantage, to bring forth new 
and old, and take the wiſeſt Methods to pro- 
mote by his Talents, the Redeemer's Glory, 
and the Benefit of Mankind. We may well 
cry out for your Prayers to Goo. 
oy 4. Miniſters are ſent upon peculiar Errands, 
ſoch as they are unequal to, and inſufficient for. 
= le calls it, ver. 16. miniſiring the Goſpel f 
' _ God, how can we miniſter the Goſpel, ſo as 
to anſwer the great Ends and Purpoſes of Gop the 
Author of it, without Divine Direction, and the 
Co-operation of all- ſufficient Grace, we know 
not how to poliſh the Shaft, and make it hit 
| the Mark. God bids us go and raiſe the Dead, 
and build up, the Living: Mind the Reaſon | 
why Paul was commanded to tarry at Corinth, 
Acts xiii. 10. for ſays he, I have much Pee 
ple in this City, does Gon ſay he had them; 
F no, the Devil had them in preſent Poſſeſſion, - 
* hand Gop had them in his eternal Purpoſe, aid 
Election of Grace, at preſent they were all 
dead, Paul muſt go and make them alive; 
we are to go among the Dead and cry, La- 
Zarus come forth? Awake thou that ſleepeſt, 
and ariſe from the Dead, Oh ye dry Bones hear 
the Word of the Lord. Are we ſufficient for 
theſe Things, fit to go on ſuch important Er- 
rands? Let all the Angels in Heaven come 
| down and ſurround a Soul dead in Sin, let them 
uſe their utmoſt Rhetorick and Eloquence, to 
1 the Soul to ariſe and live, after all 


_ they 
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they will fly back to their Maſter, and ſay the 
Lite of the Soul is precious, but for all that lies 
in the Power of Creature, it ceaſes for ever. 


Thus alſo the perfecting of the Saints, and 
edifying the Body of Chriſt, building up Be- 
lievers in Faith, Comfort and Holineſs, ano- 
ther Errand we are ſent upon, far exceeds our 
Skill and Abilities, we can no more keep, than 


make alive, preſerve and increaſe, then create 
and beſtow Grace. Brethren pray for us, for 


the Preſence of Gop with us, that he may 


glorify his own almighty. Grace, in bringing 


his Purpoſes to paſs by ſuch weak, inſufficient, 
worthleſs Lime as the beſt and proudeſt PE 
of us all in reality are. 
2. I am now to lay before you the Mate- 
rials of Prayer for your Miniſters. Having 
given ſome Reaſons why they importune a 
Remembrance in your Addreſſes to the Throne 
of Grace, I ſhall now in a few Words charge 


you with your. Errand there, or what it is 

they ſo earneſtly defire you to aſk of Gop 
for them. In this vaſt Variety of Matter, I 
ſhall contract and ſteer my Courſe by the A- 
poſtle's Compaſs, and mention "I what him- 


{elf requeſts of the Church, to pray for on 
his Behalf, in the Words EMownd, my Text, 


we are ready ſay you to pray for our Miniſter, 


and ſtrive together in Prayer to Gop for him, 
but what ſhall we atk for? Let us know 
his Defires, let him put up his Bill, and tell 


us his particular Requeſt, it hall be done, I 
5 . read his 1 to you. 


: ; The 
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The SERMON, 8"Þg 
The Prayers of this Church of Chriſt; and 
every Member of it, in Publick and Private, 


are defired for your Miniſter, now Coming 


to ſettle among you, that Gop would protect 
and deliver him from them that believe not, 
that Gop would proſper his Labours, and make 


them acceptable to the Saints, and that he may 
come unto you with Joy by the Will of Gop, 
and may with you be refreſhed.- 
Particuiars he intreats Few: to beg of Gop tor 
him. 


1. Divine Protection, that Gop may deli- | 


ver him from them that do not believe. Skreen 
him from the malignant Influence, inſidious 
Deſigns, and peſtilent Infection of Infidels. 


Thot the Word of the Lok p might run ang 


” glorified, he deſires them to pray, 2 Theſ. 
iii. 2. that Gop would deliver him from un- 
e and wicked Men. Wicked Men 


are unreaſonable Men. They who have no 


Faith take a Delight in employing their Wit 
and Influence to deſtroy the Faith. I need 
not tell you how deep a Root and wide a 


Spread Infidelity has taken, in this our dege- 


nerate Age, to the Overthrow almoſt of Mora- 
lity, and bringing in a Deluge of Profaneneſs 


and Debauchery amongſt us: Deiſts and Athe- 


iſts, the Infidels of whom I ſpeak, treat the 


glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed Gop, with Con- 
tempt, inſtead of Agrument; and therefore 


moth reproach and deride the Advocates 


for it, like raging Waves of the Sea, they. 
bam out their own Shame, they diſpitefully 
ule 
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uſe the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, ſpit their 
Venom againſt the Goſpel upon dal with 
Filthineſs and fooliſh Jeſting, not dealing with 
Decency, good Senſe, and Reaſon, as becomes 
the ſincere and humble Enquirers after Truth. 
Pray for your Miniſter, that Go would ef- 
tabliſh him in every good Work and Word, 
ſtrengthen his Heart, and ſteel his F orchead, 
that he may ſtand firm as a Rock, unfliaken 
unmoved by the Errours of the Wicked, no 
ways intimidated or diſcouraged by any Ob- = 
ſtructions that can be laid in his Way, by the 
Rage, Envy, Malice, or Hereſy, of unbelieving 
1 as one ſet for Defence of the Goſpel. 
Divine Aſſiſtance, that Gop would proſ- 
1 per his Labours, by making them accepted of 
the Saints, this is wont to be called the Gift 
of Utterance and Acceptation ; a valuable Gift, 
though but rarely vouchſafed : Paul begs the 
Epbeſians to pray for him that Utterance might 


be given unto him, to make known the Myſtery 


of Chriſt. Acceptance is the Way to Succeſs, 
and therefore a very defireable Bleſſing, it is 


a viſible Token for Good, a publick Declara- 


tion that God owns the Workman's Endeavours, 


and crowns them with his own Concurrence. 


Acceptation requires not only pure Evangelical | 
| Preparations in the Speaker, but likewiſe ſui- 
table Preparations in the Heart of the Hearer, 
when the Goſpel Doctrines and Duties, are 
gracefully delivered, and meekly received and 
ng then the Word of the Lord 1 E 8 
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fied, and pure Religion ſhines forth in its Lut- 
tre "among the Churches, 
Divine Benevolence. The Bleſſing of Gop. 
| upon the Miniſter and People, that I may 
come unto you with Joy, by the Will of Gop, 
and may with £Y be Threlhed, which he thus. 


_ expreſſes. Chap. i. 12. That 7 may be comfort. 


ed together wi th you by the mutual Faith 
both of you and me. Miniſters and People 
ſhould ſtrive by their mutual Faith and Eſta- 
bliſhment, to be mutual Comforts and Re-, 
freſhments, he does not only defire Comfort 
for himſelf, but to be comforted together with 
them. Pray that your Miniſter may come to 
vou with Joy on both Sides, that this may be 
a happy Settlement indeed, joyful to you, and, 
joyful to him, that he with you may be re-. 
freſhed. The Word without the Prepoſition, 
ov ſignifies to give Refreſhment, with it, (as it 
Here ſtands) to give and recieve it, he is to re- 
freſh you, and you are to refreſh him ; yea, 
Brethren let him have Joy of you in the Lord, 
Tefreſh his Bowels in the Lord, Live in Com- 
fort, and ſweet Communion together on Earth, 
as a Foretaſte of that unutterable Comfort, Joy 
and Refreſhment, you are to enjoy together! in 


Heaven with Gop for ever. I cannot paſs 
| over the Expreſſion, | by the Will of Gop ]. 


which the Apoſtle puts into his Bill, without 


taking Notice of ſome Particulars that leem to 

be included in it. 
1. The Events, and Iſſues of Things are ab- 
ſolutely in the Hande — entirely depend 1 
ng 
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Our Direction is to be taken from Revelation, 
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the Pleafure of Gop, he works all Things TI 


ter the Counſel of his own Will. Ged is the 


eat Governour of the Church and World. 


Whatever meaſures are entered into by Men, 


are either diſconcerted, or eſtabliſhed by the 
Ordination of Gop. He is the grand Mover 


and Maſter-wheel, the great Manager of all 


the Motions of the Goſpel-Candle, the whole 
Diſpoſal is of the Lord, this is mentioned not 
to excuſe but to ſpur your Diligence, to en- 


: gage your fervent Prayers, and eſtabliſh your 


Faith and Dependance on Gop. 
2. The Will of Gop is the Regulator of 


Man's Deſires. If we aſk any Thing accorlj- 
ing to his Will he hears us, we muſt not of= 


fer up any Petition, that is contrary to his re- . 
vealed Will ; the Word of Gop is a Rule of 


Prayer, as well as of Faith and Practice, the 


ſecret Will of God is unknown to us, nor can 
be known but as diſcovered by the Event. 


9 


and what we aſk agreeable to it, muſt be ſub- 


mited to his Wiſdom, with a perfect Reſig- 


nation. You have a plain familiar Inſtance 
before your Eyes, in the Choice of your pre- 
ſent Paſtor; other Churches of Chriſt choſe 
bim before you, nor was their Choice, any 
more than your's, repugnant to Gop's reveal- 
ed Will, but his ſecret Will, knowable only 


by the Event, was, that he ſhould refuſe their 


_ Unanimous Call, and comply with your's. 


We muſt -ponteiback: our beſt F ndeavours 


to pet our. Deſires eee and bringe the 


* Wil 
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| Will of God to paſs, it is not enough for the 


lazy Plowman to lie baſking in the Sun, and ſay, 
Soy ſpeed the Plow, he muſt up and be doing, 


lay his Hand to the Plow, and follow it with 


Inns: You muſt Plow as well as Pray. 1 
make no doubt but your Paſtor will do all in 
| his Power to refreſh and comfort you, rela- 
tive Duties are reciprocal. . You muſt do your 
utmoſt to give Joy and Refreſhment to him, 


if you aſk what ſhall we do to refreſh and 


comfort him. I anſwer in Paul's Language, 
(for J follow cloſe the Direction of my Di- 
vine Guide,) three great Duties are incumbent 
upon you to this Purpoſe, Holineſs, Unity, and 
Faith: You have them all JOE in one 
Verſe, Theſ. i. 279. _ 
12 Goſpel-Holineſe, only let your Converſa- 
tion be as becometh the Goſpel, he ſpeaks of 
unbecoming Walkers, with Tears in his Eyes, 
Chap. ili. 18. Many walk of whom I tell you 
Weeping, they are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, 
nothing afflicts and grieves the Heart of a faith- 
ful Paſtor more then the unholy Lives and 
looſe Converſations of thoſe to whom he mi- 
niſters, and no earthly Joy or Refreſhment is 


equal to that which he receives from their Ex- 


emplary Picty. 
A, Goel, Unity, which is one glorious Evi- 
dence of a Goſpel-Converſation, ſo it follows 
ſtandfaſt in one Spirit with one Mind. So Chap. 
ii. 2. Fulfill ye my Joy, how is that to be done, 
that ye be like minded, having the ſame Lyve, 
being Y one Accord, of one * He a 5 
H 2 the 


6 Te SERMON. 
the Corinthians, 1 Cor. i. 8. By the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus that there be no Diviſions among them, 


but that they be perfectly joined together in the 5 


| fame Mind; how pleaſant is it for Brethren to 
_ dwell together in Love, for all the Members 
of the ſame Church to hold the Unity of the 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace. Diviſions tarniſh 
the Beauty, break the Strength, diſcompoſe 
the Order, and overthrow the Quiet, Com- 
fort and Proſperity of Churches, 

3. Gofpel-Faith, ſtriving together for the 
Faith of the Goſpel, Churches are the Pillar 
and Ground of Faith. They are to hold the 


M,uyſtery of Faith in a pure Conſcience, to hold 


faſt the Form of ſound Words, earneſtly to 


contend for the Faith, as it once was delivered, 


pure and uncorrupted to the Saints, perſever⸗ 
ing Steadfaſtneſs in Goſpel-Holineſs, Goſpel- 
Unanimity, and Goſpel- Faith, are the ſweeteſt 
Joys and Comforts, the beſt Refreſhments you 
can give to your faithful Paſtor. 1 The. iii. 
8. Now we live if ye fland faſt in the Lord, 
that is, we live well, we live richly, we fare 
ſumpt uouſly, we riot in ſpiritual Pleaſure 
and Delight, Col. ii. 5. Toying and bebolding 
your Order and the Steadfaſineſs of your Faith 
in Chriſt, What a glorious Sight to a Goſpel- 
Miniſter, thus to behold the Church, rooted 
and built up in Chriſt, and eſtabliſhed i in the 
Faith, 
Not having Time for a regular gen 
1 ſhall cloſe with a brief Review of the Mo- 
tive, whereby the Apoſtle: 5 the People, 


©, 
70 
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70 frive together in their Prayers to God for 
him ; they are three, each full of ſtrong Per- 
ſuaſion. . 


not incline your Heart, and influence your 


Practice, nothing will. The Kingdom and 


Intereſt of our great Redeemer is the Cauſe 
contended for : The Churches are his, the Mi- 


niſters are his. His Honour is nearly CONCern- 


ed in their Proſperity, and mutual Welfare, 


every particular Church upon Earth ſhould 
bear Reſemblance of the general Aſſembly and 
Church of the Firſt-born in Heaven, where 
our glorified Redeemer is exalted with all poſ- 


fible Bleſſing and Praiſe, He has no Glory 


here below, but what is reflected and given 
from his Churches. Your Endeavours, and your 


Paſtor's Labours, the Converſion of Sinners, 
the Holineſs and Comfort of the Saints are le- 
velled at the Glory of Chriſt, his Glory is the 

ultimate Aim and End of all. Pray that his 

Fame may ſpread by the Miniſtrations of the 


Goſpel in this Place, and his Name may be 


poured out as Ointment, fo as to win the Love 
of the Virgins in Zion. 


2. For the Love of the 8 pirit, or a8 one will 


have it, by a Figure, L Hypeinge! for the | 
pPpirit af Love, the Fountain of Divine Love 


and every Grace: Love is the firſt Fruit of 
the Spirit, Gal. v. 22, The Goſpel is .in the 


Hand 'of the Spirit, it is a Miniſtration of 


1. For the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, a Name 
above every Name, and the Argument from 
it, above every Argument, if this Motive will 
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the Spirit: Pray that-it may run and be glo- 


rified, for the Sake of the Spirit. Gop has 
promiſed to give the Spirit to humble Suppli- 
cants, how can you expect a plenteous Effution 

of the Spirit among you, if you neglect that 


Duty which it is the peculiar Office of the | 


Spirit, to aſſiſt and teach Believers to perform, 


how can you expect to have Ordinances fanc- 
tified to you, if you do not pray for the ſanc- 
tifying Influences of the Spirit, without whoſe 


efficatious Concurrence, they are dry Breaſts 


and Barrenneſs, Zech. iv. 6. Not by Migbt, nor 


by Power, bur 0 my Spirit faith the Lord of 


Hoſts. 
3. For your own and your Paſtor's Sake, 


though it is chiefly indeed the Cauſe of the 
Lord, and his Holy Spirit, yet you are deep- 
ly interelted in the Affair, and I may truly ſay 

to every particular Member of this Church. 


Tua Res agitur. Ariſe for this Matter belongs 
unto thee, pray over every Sermon and every 
Sacrament before you hear or receive, pray that 
he may ever come in the Fulneſs of the Bleſ- 


ſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt, your Conduct is 
under the all-ſearching luſpection of Gop, ſo 
frequent and fervent Prayers in your Cloſets and 
Families for you and yours, and not one Pe- 
tition for the Miniſter of Chriſt, who ſpends 
and is ſpent among you. We do not forget 


vou at the Throne, but can ſay with Paul, 
Rom. 1. 8. GOD is my Witneſs, that without 


. ceaſing I make mention of you always in my 


Prayers. UVogratetul _ we day Pray 


. for 
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for you, but you are unmindful of us, would 
you be thriving Plants, and flouriſh in the 
Houſe of our Gop; would you fit under the 


Banner of Chriſt, in his banqueting Houſe 


with great Delight, taſt the Sweet, and rea 


the Benefit of your Miniſter's Labours, then 
I beſeech you Brethren for the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt's Sake, and for the Love of the Spirit, 
that you ſtrive together with him in your Pray- 


ers to GOD for him. Pray always with 


all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, Labour 


to be exemplary Chriſtians; an exemplary 
Church, outſhine all the Goſpel-Churches a- 
round you in Soundneſs of Doctrine, Sanctity 


of Life, Strictneſs of Diſcipline, Purity of Man- 
ners, Unanimity of Affection, orderly Walking, 


Steadfaſtneſs in Faith, Progreſſiveneſs in Grace 


and Perſeverance in all theſe to the End. 
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EXHORTATION. 


9 HE Part n to me, in the ſo⸗ 


lemn Tranſactions of this Day, is to 


rind you, my dear Brother and Fellow-La- 
bourer in the Goſpel, of the important Buſi- 
neſs, Obligations and Encouragements, that be- 
long to the Miniſtry, which you have received 
of the Lord Jeſus; and in his Name to en- 
force them, in Hope that the bleſſed Spirit will 
impreſs them, like indelible Characters, upon 
your Heart. In attempting this, I much rather 
chuſe to entreat you as a Brother, whom I af- 


fectionately love in the Truth, than to aſſume 
an Air(had I any Pretences to it) of command- 
ing you as a Father. And were I to give any 
Charge in my own Name, it ſhould be only 


this, which is indeed no other, than what the 


Lord himſelf has given you, that you regard 


whatever I have to ſay to you, only ſo far as 
it agrees with his Mind and Will ia his Word; 
and that you ſubmit to it only upon his Au- 


thority, which is abſolute and uncontroulable, 


whilſt I have none, but what conſiſts in afſects 


ing lis. Call no Man Mafter upon Earth,; fer 


I 2 one 
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68 The EXHORTATION. 
one is your Maſter, even Chriſt, (Matt, xxiii. 
, 10.) 
p When you reflect on what has been done, 
in en you to the Paſtoral Office in this 
Church of Chriſt, according to the Rules of 
his Word, you may think you hear him fay- 
ing to you, as he did to his Diſciples after he 
had waſhed their Peet, Know you what 1 have 
done to you? (John xiii. 12.) "He has put a 
high Honour upon you; has committed an 
awful and important Truſt to you; has laid 
you under ſpecial Obligations, attended with 
_ gracious Promiſes of Aſſiſtance; and has brought 


| You into a Sphere of eminent Service, which 


you muſt give an Account of another Day. 
And as I muſt likewiſe be called to an Account 
for this, as well as all my other Miniſtrations, 
you, dear Brother, will excuſe the Freedom, 
which Faithfulneſs obliges me to uſe in the ſe- 
rious Exhortation, I am now to give you, and 
which I would direct as much to myſelf, as 
to you: For though, I truſt, we in ſome Mea- 
ſure know, defire, and are prepared, by the 
Grace of Gop, to do, the Thing 8 that pleaſe 
him; yet, as we need to have 3 further 
impreſſed ypon our Conſciences, and we may 
hope, on ſuch a ſolemn Occaſion, for his Bleſ- 
ſing upon the humble Attempt, you will ſpare 
me a few Words, and that without admitting 
of a Jealoufly, as though I ſaſpected any Ill 
concerning you, than which I affure you, Sir, 
nothing can be farther from my Thoughts : 
And it gives me no al Fleaſute to obſerve, 


that 
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that in the Sentiments, and holy Purpoſes, by 
Divine Grace, which you have nobly profeſſed 
before many Witneſſes, there is ſuch an intire 
Harmony with the Deſign of this Addreſs, 
in which I would add my Teſtimony to your's, | 
and do all that in me lies to ſubſerve the Ef- 
_ tabliſhment of every good Imagination of the 
Thoughts of your Heart; and, in Order there- 
unto, ſhall ſaggeſt nothing, but what I be- 
lieve to be, either expreſsly, or by juſt Conſe- 
gquence, contained in the inſpired Oracles, the 
only Rule of Faith and Practice. May Go 
enable me to keep within thoſe ſacred Bounds, 
and then print what may be offered upon your 


| Heart and Mine, and upon the Hearts of all our 


attending Reverend Brethren and Fathers, if 
I may be allowed to be conſtr uioely a Mo- 
nitor alſo to them. 
I cannot fix on a properer Paſt age of Scripture 
for the Baſis of this brotherly Exhortation, than 
that, with which you concluded your excel- 
lent Confeſſion, 1 Tim. iv. 16. 

Take heed unto thyfelf, and unto thy Doctrine; 
continue in them: For in doing this, thou ſhalt 
both ſave thyſelf, and them that bear thee. 
In theſe Words we have an apoſtolic Charge 
of Paul the aged to young Timothy, which, by 

Virtue of its Divine Authority, is of equal Ob- 
ligation from my Mouth to you, Let me 
| therefore, taking Riſe from hence, recommend 
the Duties enjoined ; and the Arguments to 


enforce them, as the Lord ſhall enable me, 
: would begin with, 


Fin, 
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Firſt, The Duties enjoined; and they are 
fawo, with Perſeverance in them to the End. 
Take Heed to thyſelf, and to thy Doctrine; con- 
tinue in them. Let Experience and Practice 
lead the Way to Doctrine and Counſel, that 
like @ good Man, and a Scribe well inſtructed 
unto the Kingdom of Heaven, you may bring 
forth out of the Treaſure of your Heart, god 
Things, beth new and old. (Matt. xii. 35, and 
xiii. 52.) Firſt teach yourſelf, and then teach 
others, as one deſirous that you and they may 
be all taught of Gop. See to it, firſt, that 


. all Things be right in your own Soul; and then 


uſe your utmoſt Endeavours, to give right 
Inſtruction to others, as ever you would 
expect the Divine Preſence and Blefling, 
to make your Labours pleaſant and profi- 
table to yourſelf and them. Begin at Home; 
and then carry your Concern and Care abroad, 
through all your holy Miniſtrations; and that 
not only when you firſt ſet out in the Work 
of the Lord, or by Fits and Starts afterwards, 
in a good Mood, and in a {ſmooth Path; but 


buy an aſſiduous perſevering Diligence, amidſt 


all Difficulties, Oppoſition and Diſcouragements, 
through the whoſe Courſe of your Life. 
I. Take Heed 7o Helft. Attend carefully 
(Hexe) to the Things that concern yourſelf, with 
reſpect to your wn State before GOD ; the 
Frame and Temper of your Heart ; your Furni- 
ture for the Miniſtry ; and the whole Compaſs of 
the Behaviour, reinting to GOD, yourſe if, and 
hes. 


Ai Take 
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1. Take Heed to yourſelf, with reſpect to 


your own State before GOD. 


This is a fundamental Charge, which is firſt | 
of all, and continuedly to be taken Care of, 


as I truſt it already has been. If your own 
Soul is loſt, all is loſt to you for ever; and 
without a conſcientious Care about its eternal 
Welfare you cannot be 4 good Mini/ter of © 


ſus Chrift, nouriſhed up in the Words of Ha. 5 
and of good Doctrine: (1 Tim. iv. 6.) For he 

will have little Concern for the Souls of r 
who is careleſs about his 0WN 3 he will he - 
little qualified to lead them into the Way of 


Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, who is a Stranger 


to it himſelf; and will have little Heart to 
deal out the Myſteries of God to others, who 
has no good Hope of a perſonal Intereſt in 


them to the profiting of his own Soul: Nor 


can he warrantably and comfortably expect 
that Gop ſhould be with him, to own and 
ſucceed him in his Work, while his own 
Heart is not with Cop in it. See to it then, 


my beloved Brother, that you your/e!f be, and, 


through the witneſſing of the Spirit with your 


Spirit, know yourſelf to be in Chriſt; that you 


are in a State of Favour with Go, through 


Faith in the great Redeemer, and ſhall not 


come into Condemnation ; that a Work of 
Heart- changing Grace is wrought i in your own 


Soul; that you are paſſed from Death to Life; 
and that, under the Influence of the Holy 


| Spirit, you have given up your whole ſelf to 
the Lord, without Reſerve, and are experi- 
mentally 


| Þ 
| 
| 

| 
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mentally acquainted with the efficacious Pow- 
ers of vital Religion, and Godlineſs, Give 
Diligence 40 make your own Calling and Elec- 
tion fure, that this may be a clear and ſettled 
Point between Gop and you, 70 the full Af. 


ſarance of _— fo the End. (2 Pet, . 10. 


and Heb. vi. 
2. Take Heed to yourſelf, with reſpect to 


” the Frame and Temper of your Heart. 


See that this be ſuch as becomes the Chriſ- 


tian, and the Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; that you 
maintain a holy Reverence of the great Gon. and 


an awfull Senſe of his infinite Majeſty, Omni- : 


ſcience and Holineſs, and of your being ac- 
countable to him, to make you humble, 
_ watchful and faithful, whereſoever you are, or 
| ect you do; and that you keep up live- 


y Thoughts of the Riches of his Grace in 


Gd to engage your Heart to him, to fweet- 


en all the Labours and Sufferings, you may be 


called to, for his Name's Sake, and to encou- 
rage and ſupport you under them. Be thank- 
ful for what you have received, and humbly 


depending for what you further need: Live R 
by Faith on the Son of Gop, who loved you, 
and gave himſelf for you; live upon him for 


Wiſdom, Righteovinels and Strength, for all 
Aſſiſtance, Acceptance and Succeſs: Commit 
yourſelf, your Way, your Work, and your 


Reward to him, and leave them all in his Hand: 
Look to the bleſſed Spirit, to enable you to 
carry on a daily Courſe of holy e 


— with Gop in Chrift, to give your Soul, 


ſpiritual | 
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ſpiritual and heavenly Turn, to regulate and in“ 
vigorate your Principles and. your Views, to 


lead you into all Truth, to- endear Chriſt, his 
| Goſpel, and his Cauſe, to your own Soul, to 
poſſeſs you with a deep and affecting Senſe of 
their Excellence and Importance, and to in- 
ſpire you with Chriſtian-Fortitude, and fer- 


vent Zeal forthe Glory of Gop, and with a moſt 


ardent and conpaſſionate Love to periſhing Souls. 
Be concerned, my Reverend Brother, that 


| theſe Principles and Views may govern you, 


to the Extinction of all worldly Mindedneſs 


and Puſillanious Fears, of Vain-glory and Self- 


applauſe, and of intemperate Heats and uncha- 
titable Cenſures, and all the Wrath of Man, 


which works not the Righteouſneſs of GOD, that 

your Spirit may not be ſwayed by any earthly 
Bias, nor enfeebled by Cowardice, nor ſoured = 
with Prejudices, Pride and Envy, or with Bit- 

terneſs, Fury and Malice againſt any, no, not 


againſt thoſe that oppoſe the glorious Peculi- 


arities of the Goſpel : But, while you have a 


holy Deteſtation of their dangerous Errours, 


labour to maintain a benevolent Frame of Spi- 
rit toward their Perſons, and to be yourſelf a 
ſhining Example of Believers, in Charity, in 
Spirit, in Faith and Purity, as the Apoſtle di- 


rects. 1 Tim. iv. 12. . : 
Let your Zeal for Truth and Holineſs, and 
_ againſt Error and Sin, be proportioned to the 
Importance of Things, that though there ought 


to be no Indifference in your Mind to any 


Doctrines or Practices, which you believe to be 
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of Gop; yet thoſe that are mo vital, and in- 
fluential to his Glory, and the Intereſt of real 
Religion, may command the warmeſt Fervour 
of your Soul about them. But as to Things 
of leſs Conſequence, cultivate all poſſible Cha- 
rity, Forbearance and Peace in the Temper of 
pour Spirit toward them that differ from you; 2 
and look upon and love all thoſe, as Brethren, . 
who hold the Head, and bear his Image. In 
all this let Integrity and Uprightneſs preſerve 
you, that you may ever appear to be what you 
really are, and may approve the Things that are 
excellent, and be ſincere and without Offence, 
till the Day of Chriſt, (Phil. i. 10.) 
* "Take Heed to yourſelf, with en to 
| your. PFurmture for 55 Miniſtry. 
The Things that have been ſpoken of, are in- 
deed effential Parts of this Furniture; but that 
which 1 now further aim at, relates to what 
are uſually called miniſterial Abilities, or ſpiri- 
tual Gifts; and I heartily rejoice that Gop has 
honoured you with ſo many of theſe: But 1 
beſeech you, dear Brother, to recollect, that 
theſe are not fo far advanced, as to need no 
further Cultivation and Improvement: What- 
_ ever you have already attained, there is abun- 
dant Room, and Occaſion, to be preſſing till 
| forwards; and if your preſent miniſterial Talents 
be not improved to an Increaſe for your Maſ- 
ter's Uſe, they will wither and decline; and 
there is great Danger of their being taken 
from you: Be not therefore N minded; ur 


* 
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There needs great Wiſdom and Prudence, 
as well as an hcnz/? Heart, to manage the Caule 
of Chriſt to Advantage, that it may not ſuf- 
fer through Ignorance, on one Hand, or. In- 

diſcretions, on the other, which . . the 

Fear of Men, or an Affectation of pleaſing 
them, or the Foibles of an eaſy. natural Tem 
per, or an unyielding Stifneſs, and raſh Zeal, 
might betray. you into. Labour therefore to 
increaſe your Stock of uſeful Knowledge, and 
of Judgment to huſband and apply it, on all 

Occaſions, in the beſt Manner, that, like a 

wiſe and faithful Steward, you may know how 

to conduct the Affairs, diftribute the Proviſions, 

and maintain the Charter, Obligations and Pri- 
vileges of the Houſehold of Faith, In order here- 
unto give Attendance to Reading, to Exhortation, 
to Doctrine: Meditate on theſe Things; give 
yourſelf wholly to them, that your profiting may 
appear to all. (1 Tim, iv. 13.130 

Let the Bible be your chief Study, with an 

Eye to the Father of Lights, to the great Pro- 

1 of the Church, and to the Spirit of Truth, 

that you may be thoroughly enlightened and 
eſtabliſhed in the Divine Authority of the 
| Scriptures : Study the Evidences of this bleſſed 
Revelation, that you may be more and more 
| Maſter of the Arguments for, and. Objections 
againſt it ; and may be capable of ſupporting 
it againſt the numerous Cavils, which the In- 
fidels of this, and former Ages, have artful. 


ly and laboriouſly raiſed in Oppofition to it} © © 
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Truth, the Riches of which are inexhauſtible, 
that you may know, prize and keep them, as 
the choiceſt Treaſure, and may be enabled to 
draw them out in great Abundance, and to 
defend them againſt the various Attacks and 
Encroachments of thoſe, that would corrupt 
the Simplicity of the Gofpel, and rob us of 
Its peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Glorie. 
Daily read the Scriptures in the original 
Languages ; and labour after a familiar Ac- 
quaintance with the very Words and Phraſes, 
by which the Holy Ghoſt teaches ſpiritual 
Things, and ele them upon the Conſci- 
ence, as the beſt Oratory of the Pulpit; and 
after a modeſt Preſence of Mind, 22 decent 
Readineſs of Expreſſion, that you may be apt 
o teach. Let your critical Learning, Ld the 
Chief of all your other Reading and Studies, 
ſubſerve theſe Views, and tend toward them; . 
as your cardinal Point, that you may be ho- 
roughly furniſhed unto all good Works : And con- 
tinue in theſe Things al your Days. (2 Tim. 
1 
" "ts LAKE Heed to yourſelf, with reſpect to 
the whole Compaſs of your Behaviour, relating to 
GOD, yourſelf, and others. 
As to what relates to GOD, befides the 
Things that have been ſuggeſted about the 


Frame and Temper of your Heart towards 


him, let Religion be the Bun, and the holy 
Law of Gop the Rule of your Life. Make 
_ Conſcience of fulfilling every Duty he enjoins, 
and of departing trom — Thing: "HW 
ids; 
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vids; and be much in earneſt and! importunate 
Prayer to Gop through Jeſus Chriſt, as Me- 
diator, by the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit. Let 
this be your choſen and daily Work in your 
Retirements, and in the Family, at the Head of 
which Providence has placed you; and as Oppor- 
tunities offer, and Occaſions require, in the 
Church of Chriſt, and among your Chriſtian 
Friends. In every Thing by Prayer and Sup- 
plication, "with Thankſgiving, let your Requeſts 
be made known to GOD. (Phil. iv. 6.) Wreſ- 
tle with him in your Prayers, for yourſelf 
and others; for the Anointings of his Spirit, 
and for his Bleſſing upon your own, and all 
your Brethren's Miniſtrations; and ſtand up 
for Purity of Doctrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline, 
and for the Glory of all the Divine Perfecti- 
ons, Counſels and Government, againſt Cor- 
ruptions and Profaneneſs of every Kind. 8 
Labour likewiſe, under Divine Influence, af- 
ter a becoming Self-Government, in a due Re- 
gulation of all your Paſſions and Appetites, and 
particularly in Temperance, Chaſtity, and So- 
briety of Mind and Manners, that you may 
know how to poſſeſs your Veſſel in Sanctiſication 
and Honour, Flee alſo youthſul Luſis; and fol- 
low Righteouſneſs, Faith, Charity, Peace, with 
' them that call on the Lord with a pure Heart. 
(! Thef. iv. uod 2 Na, ii. 22.) 

In all your Behaviour towards others, ſeek 
Wiſdom and Grace from Heaven to enable you 
to recommend the good Ways of the Lord, 
: 225 all holy Converſation and Godlineſs, in 


every 


$4476 e A = — a — 
ee eerie uůùᷣᷣ ̃ĩòJuh! eee eee ee 
. 


—̃ —— EI 


FTE NT NN o/c La hl, P A 


78 De ExHORTAT To W. i 
every Relation of Life, civil and religions, in 


which you now do, or hereafter may ſtand: 
Take all poſſible Care to live the Doctrines 


you preach, that you may be among thoſe, that 


are the Salt of the Earth, and the Light of 
the World; and that whatever Company you 
keep, or come into, they may be, one Way 
or other, the better for you: Provide J. hing's 
honeſt, (Kaza) honourable and Praiſe eres : 

in the Sight of all Men; and if it be poſſible, as 


much as Ges in you, live peaceably with all Men, 


(Rom. xii. 17, 18.) Labour after this by all /aw- 
Jul Methods, not to the ſacrificing of Holi- 
neſcs and Truth, and eſfitcially important Truth; 
but to the maintaining of both, in the moſt 
amicable Manner, that ſpeaking the Truth in 
Love, you may grow up in all Things into him, 
which is the Head, even Chriſt ; (Eph. iv. 15.) 
and that you may follow Peace th all Men, 
and Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall fee the 


Lord. (Heb. xii. 14.) 


In your Converſes with the. Enemies of 
Chriſt, and of his Truths and Ways, endeavour 
to convince them by Scripture and found Reaſon, 
and to win upon them with all the Gentle- 
neſs and Kindneſs, that may conſiſt with your 
being valiant for the Truth, and contending 
earneſtly for the Faith, which was once deliver- 
ed to the Saints. (Jude ver. 3.) Strive for the 
Faith of the Goſpel, and ſtrive zealouſly tot 


it, in this degenerate and ſceptical Age : But 


ſee that it be only by Goſpel-Methods, that while 


* are pleading for it, the Manner of your 
Plea 
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Plea may not diſgrace it. Take Heed of 
mean Compliances with its Oppoſers, on one 
Hand ; and of carrying your own unhallowed 
Fire to Gop's Altar, on the other; but in 


Meekneſs inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if 
GOD peradventure will give them Repentance to 
the acknowledging of the Truth, &c. (2 Tim. 


„ 


In converſing with your Brethren and Fel- 


e e do what in you lies, to ſtrength- 
en their Hands in every good Way and Work, 
and to promote a harmonious Spirit of cor- 

dial Friendſhip among them, that whereunto 
they and you have alfeady attained, ye may 
walk by the ſame Rule, and mind the ſame 

Things; and if in any Thing they be otherwiſe 
minded, and you cannot ſatisfy them in a bro- 

_ therly Way, leave them to Gop 7o reveal it 
to them, in Confidence, that if they do indeed 


belong to him, and it be a Matter of much 


| Conſequence, he will, in his Time and Way, 
convince them of it, as the Apoſtle intimates, 


Fl. ii. 15, 16. 


And in your Behaviour toward the Church, 
over which the Holy Ghoſt has made you Over- 


Fer, be careful to | Ai the State of the Flock, 


in all the Variety of their ſpiritual Concerns, = 
and to maintain heir Right of Suffrage, to- 


| gether with your own Right of Preſidence, 
which a Spirit of Meekneſs and Love. Ne- 


ver lord it over GOD's Heritage; but be con- 


tented with the Exerciſe of ſuch Powers to 
their Edification, as — to a Miniſter of 
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Chriſt, and Stoward of the Myſteries of GOD, 


that has no Dominion over their Faith; but 


is to bea Helper of their Foy. (2 Cor. i. 24.) In 
all your Management of Church. affairs, and Cara 


riage towards its Members, you are to behave 


with Prudence and Temper, with Caution and 
_ Modeſty, with Fidelity and Tenderneſs, with 


Courage and Condeſcention, ſuitable to every 


Occurtrence, that no Diſorders may be coun- 
tenanced, $0" no tender Conſciences grieved ; 


and that nothing may break in upon its Pa- 


Edification, Love and Peace. In diſpenſ- 


rity, pe 
ing the vile Seals of 'F Covenant, you ſhould 


proceed according to the Rule and Warrant, 
with relation to Believers and their Seed; which 8 
Chriſt has given you in his Word. And in vi/if- 
irg Church-Members, and others of your Con- 
gregation, eſpecially when they labour under 
| Sickneſs, or any other Affliction, in Soul or 
Body, it behoves you to do all that may be, 


to promote their ſpiritual Welfare; and it is 
your incumbent Duty to take ſpecial Care of 
the Children of the Covenant, and of the riſ- 
ing Generation, that they be trained up in the 


Way of the Lord, in the Days of their Youth. 
With reſpe& to all theſe, and ſuch like 
Things, take Heed, Brother, 7 yourſelf, 


to your own Spirit, Words and Ways, giving 


10 Offence in any Thing, that the Miniſtry be 


not blamed : But in all Things approve yourſelf, 


4 a Miniſter of GOD, in much Patience; in 
 _Afflietions, in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes; by Pure- 
5 *. by Knowledge, by Long-ſu Hering, by Kind- 


neſs, 
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neſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by Love unfeigned, by 
the Word of Truth, by + 4 Power of GOD, 

by the Armour of Righteouſneſs on the right 

Hand and on the left, by Honour and Diſbo- 

nour, by evil Report and good Report, and tho” 

accounted by ſome as a Deceiver, yet true. (2 

Cor. vi. 3.—8.) Continue, Brother, a fleady 

_ Courſe, ir heavenly Aid, in all theſe Thir gs, 

relating to yourſelf, that no Man may deſpije 

your Youth, (1 Tim, iv. 12 And then 

II. Take Heed to your Doctrine. 

Never dare to preach any Thing to others, 

farther than you believe yourſelf, upon the beſt 

Examination that Gor? enables you to make; 

and take Care to explain, confirm, defend 5 

and 1 improve, what you offer, as Occaſions re- 

quire, like 4 good Steward of the manifold 
Grace of GOD: ſpeaking as becomes the Ora- 
cles of GOD, and miniſiring as of the Ability 
which GOD gives, that be in all Things may 
be glorified Aeg Jeſus Chriſt. (1 Pet. iv. 10, 
11.) In order hereunto, ſee that the Doctrine 
vou preach be clear and ſcriptural ; important 
and ſeaſonable ; evangelical and practical. 

1. Take Heed that yogr Doctrine be clear 

and ſcriptural. 

Beg 05 Gop to make you a complete Maſ- 

ter of your Subject, that you may underſtand 

what you fay, and whereof you affirm ; and 
endeavour to ſet your Ideas in an eaſy and 
familiar, plain and obvious Light, before the 

Minds of your Hearers. Do not ſeek to hide 
your own Sentiments DA: ambiguous Terms; 

but 
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but wherever you preach, be uniformly frank 
and open in declaring them, eſpecially in Caſes 
of Importance, that every one may know your 
real Meaning; and endeavour to bring them 

down to the loweſt Capacities in the Aſſem- 
bly, as far as the Nature of Things will bear. 
Never entertain your Auditory with cunningly 
deviſed Fables, or Philoſophical Harangues, or 

dry Syſtems of meer Morality, or doubtful 
Diſputations; but feed them with Knowledge 


and Underſtanding, like a Paſtor 1 fo 
GOD's own Heart. (Jer. ili. 15.) 


Above all Things elſe, be ſure that your N 


Preaching be /cripturd?, ' ſpeaks ng the Things 
_ which become ſound Doctrine, and holding 2 
the faithful Mord, as you bave been taught, that 


35 you may be able, by ſound Doctrine, both to ex- 


hort, and to convince the Gain- -/ayers. (Tit. ii. 
1% and i. 9) 
Teach no other pee than that, which 
you have received from Chriſt and bis Apoſ- 
tles, and other inſpired. Writers ; but keep cloſe 
to the Rule of Faith in the Word of Gop, 
(as I rejoice to find is your determinate De- 
ſign) and to our Lord's Commiſſion, who has 
ſaid, Teach to objerve all Things whatſoever T 
have commanded you and, lo, I am with you al- 

day, even to the End of the Warld. (Matt, xxvili. 
20.) Compare ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual, and 
thoroughly weigh every Context, that you may 
give the true and genuine Senſe of Scripture: 
And take Heed of walking in Craftineſs, or 
2 ng the Word of 4 GOD LES ully ; but 


by 
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by Manife Ration of the Truth, commend Jour - 
ſelf to every Man's Conſcience in the Sight of 
60 D. (2 Cor. iv. 2.) May it be the holy 
Ambition of your Soul, ſo to preach, as that 
Gop ſhall always cauſe you to triumph in Chriſt, 
and make manifeſt the Savour of his Knowledge 
by you in every Place, where you ſtatedly, or 
occaſionally miniſter ! And take Heed of being as 
many, which corrupt the Word of GOD; but 
as of Sincerity, but as of GOD, in the Sight 

of GOD, ſpeak thou, Brother, in Chriſt. (2 Cor. 
. OO, Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, and 
Sincerity, and ſound Speech, which cannot be con- 
demned, run through your Doctrine, as well as 


4 Pattern f good Works run through your 


Life, that be who is of the contrary Part, may 


be aſhamed, having no evil Ti * 2 Jay of Ts 


| (Tit. 7 $4: 
Guard againſt all Extremes, that cither in- 
trench upon the Doctrines of Grace, or upon 
any of the Divine Perfections; or that lead to 
Self-ſufficrency, or to Licenticiſieſi. Study how 
you may, in the beſt Manner, ſolve Difficul- 
ties, and reconcile ſeeming Contradictions, in 
the Word of Gop, without ſtarting ſuch as are 
needleſs, and unprofitable to be diſcuſſed, and 
without managing them with an Air of Con- 
troverſy ; and never aim at being w/e above 
what 1s written, Do not make Myſteries, 
where the Scripture has made none; nor pre- 
tend to explain what the Scripture has left as 
Myſteries, which would ſoon plunge you out 
of your Depth; but publiſh them to be be- 
L 2 | 


lieved, 
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lieved, upon Divine Authority, juſt as Gop has 
left them, though you cannot account for 


their Modes, nor tell how ** Ti nge can de. 
Hence, 


2. Take Heed that your Doctrine be impor- 


fant and ſeaſonable. 


There is indeed no Part of Divine Revela- 
tion, that is not one Way or other uſeful : For 


all Scripture is given by Inſpiration of GOD, 
and is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for 


 Correfion, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs ; that 


the Man of GOD may be perfecù, thoroughly 
JR. unto all good 2 orks. (2 Tim. iii. 16, 


.) But ſome of its facred Truths are more 


32 than others; and ſome are of ſuch 
a critical Nature, as not to make it needful 
for common Hearers to be puzzled with them; 
becauſe they cannot be eafily brought within the 
Compaſs of their Thoughts; nor do they affect 
their perſonal Religion, Edification and Salva» 
tion; But nothing ſhould be eps back, that 


may be profitable to them; nor ſhould you ſhun 


fo declare any Part of the Counſel of GOD, as 


the great Apoſtle did not; {As xx. 20, 27. 


every needful Doctrine and Duty, perſonal and 


relative, ſhould take their Turns in your Mi- 


niſtry, whether the People will hear, or for- 
bear: And yet even among profitable Truths, 
ſome are of more Uſe and Importance, than 

others, as the Glory of Gop, and the Conver- 


ſion, Edification, Servictallineſs to the Church 


and the World, and the eternal Happineſs of 
the "Auditory, are more ; nearly: concerned in 


them; 3 
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them; and, for that Reaſon, they ought to 
be ay inſiſted on, that every one may have 


bis Partion, eſpecially of ſuch Sort of Meat, in 
due Seaſon. (Luke xii. 42.) 


Let therefore ſolid and ſu bRantial Truths and 


Duties be your chief Themes of Diſcourſe, and 


that as they may be beſt ſuited to the different 


States and Conditions of Saints and Sinners. 
Study to ſhew yourſelf approved to GOD, a 
Workman that needs not to be aſhamed, rightly 5 


dividing the Word of Truth. (2 Tim. ii. 15.) 


Exerciſe all your Talents, to ſeparate between 
the precious and the vile; and to let them know 
| | what Gop's Word ſays to them reſpeCtively, 
| that ignorant Souls may be inſtructed ; that 
bardned obſtinate Sinners may be awakened and 
convinced; and that convinced and relenting 
Sinners may be directed and encouraged ; that 
ſcrupuluus, tender and troubled Conſciences may 
be relieved; that the Erroneous may be reduced 


to the Knowledg e and Love of the Truth, as 
it is in Jeſus, og looſe Profeſſors may be warn- 


ed, and. ſtirred up to their Duty; that veak 

Believers may be ſtrengthened ; that doubring 
| Believers may be fatisfied ; that di/conſolare e- 
lievers may be comforted ; that backſiaing Be- 


lievers may be reclaimed, and frong Believers 


may be yet more and more confirmed in Faith, 


Comfort and Holineſs, to compleat Salvation; 
that Chriſt's Lambs and Sheep may be fed; that 
Babes in Cbriſt may have their Milk, and Men 
of full Age, ho, bs reaſon of Uſe, bave their 


i exerciſed to dt liſcern both Good and 


Euil. 
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Evil, may have their frong Meat; and that loch 
Doctrines and Duties, Promiſes «nd Threaten- 
ings may be moſt inculcated, as the Circum- 
flances of your People, and the Corruptions in 
Principle and Practice, and the Oppoſition, 
of the Preſent Day, may render moſt neceſſary. 
Hence, 

3. Take Heed that your Doctrine be evan- 
gelical and practical. 
This Sort of Doctrine is indeed of great Im- 
portance; and therefore cannot ordinarily be un- 
ſeaſonable; and it is your main Buſineſs, as a Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, to preach Him, and his Goſpel, 
which is the Goſpel of the Grace of GOD, the 


Goſpel Salvation, and the Doctrine accord. 55 


ing to Godlineſs, Preach Goſpel- Trutbs, and 


Goſpel- Duties: Let the glorious and diſtinguiſh- 1 


ing Peculiarities of the Goſpel-Revelation, in- 
fluence, inforce and govern all your Diſcourſes 
on moral Duties, and ſhed a Beauty upon them; 
and whatever your Subject be, let it, one Way 
or other, turn toward Chrift, and center in 
him, who is the Spring and Life, the Alpha 
and Omega, of the Chriſtian's Hope, Holineſs 
and Happineſs. See that the Doctrines you 
preach be calculated to diſplay the Glory of 
GOD in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, and lead 


the Soul to him, that he may be exalted, and 


the Creature abaſed before him ; and that they 


be cloſe and ſearching, ſuited to inform the 


Judgment, and ſtrike the Conſcience, to con- 

_ vince and perſuade, to humble and encourage, 

to reach Experience, and moye upon the Af- 
fections, 
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fections, and all the Springs of human Action, 
that Light and Savour may be defuſed thro 
all your Miniſtrations; and that, by the at- 


tending Spirit of the New Teſtament, they 
may make their Way to the Hearts, and In- 


fluence the Lives of your Hearers. 


You will eaſily perceive, Dear Brother, that 
theſe Doctrines include among others, Which 


; you have made a good Confeſſion of, the Dif- 


ferences there are between the Covenants of 
Works and Grace, and their reſpective Heads, 
and the various Diſpenſations of the Covenant 
of Grace: The Fall of all Mankind under 
their fr} Publick-Head, with the Guiliineſs 
and Depravity, Impotence and Miſery, of their 
fallen State; and the eternal Counſel of Gop's 
Wiſdom and Will, about the Recovery of a 
Remnant of them, under Chriſt, the ſecond 


Adam, according to the Election of Grace, thro” 
the Redemption that is in him, and by che ef- 


fectual Application of the Holy Spirit, in the 
Way, and by the Means of Gop's Appoint- 


ment, that no Fleſh might Glory in his Pre- 


ſence, but that he who glorieth may glory in the 
Lord. The divine and OEconomical Glories of 


the Three adorable Perſons in the Unity of the 


 _ Godhead, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, are 
likewiſe to be ſupported and diſplayed in your 


Miniſtry. | And in Connection with theſe Doc- 


trines, you are to go on to propoſe Chriſt to 
the Acceptance of all Sorts of Sinners, with 


an Eye to his almighty Power and ſovereign 
Grace, to open their Hearts to receive him: 


You 
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Yau are 8 to preach the Nature and Ne- 


ceſſity of Regeneration, and of Faith in the 


Lord Jeſus, in his Perſon, as God-Man, and 
in all his Offices of a Prophet, Prieſt and King, 
as Mediator; and the Doctrine of Repentance 
toward Gop, and new Obedience in Heart and 


Life; - of- Juſtification by the Righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt imputed to them that believe; of Sunc- 


tification. by his Spirit; of Perſeverance in 


Grace and Holineſs, together with all Chriſt- 
ian- Priuileges and Duties, that ſhall iſſue in the 
| final Sabuation, which is in Ghrift e N. with - 

eternal Glory. 


And that there may be no Room for any 


of your unconverted Hearers, to deſpair on 
one Hand, or to be flothful nd preſumptuous 
on the other, let them know that « Door of 
Hope is opened in Chriſt before them ; that 
there is all Salvation in him for the Chief of 


Sinners; and that none, under the Goſpel, are, 


by its Tenor, excluded, who do not exclude 
themſelves by their own Impenitence and Un- 
belief; but that if they, through the Hard- 
neſs of their own Hearts, continue to reject 
him, and perſiſt in their Iniquities, they will 


certainly and deſervedly die in their Sins, and 


the Wrath of GOD will tor ever abide upon 
them. 

bus, Dear Brother, Take Heed 70 yourſelf, 

5 2 to 0 Doctrine, through all the Days of 


iniſtration in the Kingdom and Patience 


E Jeſus. Let me now add a few Words 
© 
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Secondly, The Arguments to enforce theſe 


your Duties: For in doing this, thou ſhalt both 
ſave thyſelf and them that bear thee. What 


weighty and animating Conſiderations are theſe | 


May the Lord himſelf ſet them Home upon 
your Heart and mine! 


I need not tell you, Sir, that Gop alone is 


| the Author of Salvation ; and that you can be 
only znſirumental in his Hand, and ſubſervient 
to his efficatious Grace, in the Salvation of your 
own, and of other's Souls: Nor need I inform 
you, that how wilely, faithfully, plainly, or 
pathetically and laboriouſly ſoever you are help- 
ed to diſcharge the UNPortane Truſt committed 
to you, it is not For, but IN doing this, as 
our Verſion well expreſſes it, that you, or they 
ſhall be ſaved. Doing this (rm www) is only 
the Way and Means of Gop's Appointment, 
and of your Expectation of this bleſſed Event 4 ” 


And whenever it ſhall be brought to paſs, i 
will not be as a Reward of Merit; but of 3 


though promiſed Grace, which is indeed the 
only, and the ſureſt Reward, that jinful un- 
worthy Creatures can have any Hope of: For 
therefore it is of Grace, that the Promiſe might 
be ſure unto all the Seed. (Rom. iv. 16.) And 
| what greater Encouragement can there be to 
Faithfulneſs and Diligence in your Lord's Work, 
than the Promiſe which now lies before you? 
Conſider then that 
W bet to theſe en and: mi- 
niſterial Duties, you, by the Grace of Gon, 


will ſubſerve your own Salvation, 


HR 
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This is a Matter of the higheſt Conſequence 


to yourſelf, who have a Soul to be ſaved, or 
| loſt for ever, as well as any of your Hearers. 


And ah! how cutting and agonizing would 


it be, at the great Day, to ſee others admitted 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, by Means of 
your Miniſtrations, and yourſelf ſhut out! But 


J hope better Ti bings of you, Brother, Things 


that accompany Salvation, though I thus ſpeak. 


And yet what Care and Pains, what Fidelity 


and Diligence, what Watchfulneſs and Prayer, 
and what Humility and Self-denial, ought you 


to be excited to, 1% by any Means, when you 


8  bave preached to others, you yourſelf ſhould be 2 7 


Caftaway. (1 Cor. ix. 27.) 


Remember that your being a Miniſter, vil 5 
not fave you. No, your Difficulties, Temp- 
tations and Dangers, as a Miniſter, the Truſt | 
committed to you, and the Account you muſt 

give to Go, ate greater than thoſe of others; 


and therefore more Grace is needful for you, 


than for them, to carry you through all, and 
bring you off well at laſt. But remember al- 
ſo, for you Encouragement, that you ſerve the 
beſt of Maſters, whoſe Grace is ſufficient for 

you, whoſe Strength is made perfect in your 
er- and who has promiſed to be with 

And if you obtain Mercy to be faithful, 
17 ko will certainly ſtand by you, will aſſiſt and 


own you, and preſerve you from every dange- 


rous Snare; and when the chief Shepherd fhall 


appear, you "ſhall recerve the Feng of Glory, 


which * not away, Y Pet. v. 4.) Then he, 


ad 
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as > Judge of all, will ſay to you, Well done, 

good and faithful Servant ; enter, Thou, into the 

Foy of thy Lord. (Matt. xxv. 23.) The Hopes 
of this ſhould invigorate you, in the Way: 
and the Enjoyment of this, will make you a 
rich and eternal Amends, at the End, for all 
the Troubles, Labours and Sufferings, you may 


meet with in the Work of the Lord. Take 


Heed therefore to yourſelf and to your Doc- 


trine, for your 0wn Salvation $ Sake. And con- 


: ſider that: 
2. In the fame Way of 88 you, 
by the Bleſſing of Gop upon a faithful Diſ- 
charge of theſe Dutics, will be the Means of 
ſaving them that bear you. 8 
Their Souls are committed by the Lord Jeſus ; 
to your miniſterial Charge, that you may watch 
over them, and watch for them, as one that 
muſt give an Account to him: And O how 
dreadful would it be, if any of their Blood 
ſhould be required at your Hand, for your Un- 
faithfulneſs or Neglects! But if you are found 
true to your Truſt, you will deliver your own 
Soul, whatever becomes of theirs ; ; you will be 
pure from the Blood of all Men, and, will 
be a fweet Savour of Cbriſt to GOD, in them 
that periſh, as well as in them that are faved. 
(2 Cor. ii. 15.) Yea, and you may warranta- 
| bly and comfortably hope for his Bleſſing on 
your Labours, to the plucking of many .as 
Brands out of the Fi ire, and turning them from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Sa- 
tan unto GOD, that they may receive Forgi e- 


M 2 neſs 
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neſs of Sins, and Inheritance among them, which- 
are \ſanfified by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. (Ads | 
xxvi. 18.) 
And G what a noble Pleaſure i is it, to be 
an Inſtrument of glorifying Gop, in che Sal- 
vation of immortal Souls! If it were but of 
one Soul, that would be well worth ſtudying, 
reaching, praying and labouring for, all your 
3 How much more, if, the Hand of the 
Tord being with you, a great Number Should be- 
lieve and turn to the Lord. (Acts xi. 21.) 
What new Life and Spirit will every Seal of 
your Miniſtry give you, while you are toiling 
under its Difficulties and Diſcouragements! A 
Reflection upon this will be like an Angel of 
Soy ſtrengthening you. And to what rich 


Account will it turn at laſt, when you ſhall 


ſee them, together with yourſelf, at the right 


Hand of Chriſt ! Theſe will be your Glory and = 


Joy, and Crown of Rejoicmg, in the Preſence 
of our _ 700% Chriſt, at his Coming. (1 


Theſff. ii. o.) For they that be wiſe ſhall 


ſhine, as — Brigbeneſ of the Firmament, and 


they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the 
Stars for ever and ever. (Dan. xii. 3) Take 
Heed therefore to yourſelf, and to your Doc- 
trine; and continue in them, for your People's 
Sake, that they may be red in the Day of 
the Lord Jeſus. 

For a Concluſion of the whale, Permit me, 
Dear Brother, to remind you of our Apoſtles 
ſolemn Words to Timothy; (2 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 
5. 5) and ta leave them as a lacred Bond, uns. 

| der 
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der Divine Authority, upon your Soul: 7 charge 


thee before GOD, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


who ſhall judge the Quick and the Dead at his 


Appearing, and bis Kingdom: Preach the Mord; 
| be inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon ; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all Long-Suffering and Doc. 
trine. Watch thou in all Things; endure Aflic- 


tions ; do the Work of an img, aro Paſtor ; 


mate full Proof of thy Miniſtry. To which T 
would add another of his Apoſtolic Injunctions, 
which equally concerns you: (1 Tim. vi. 11, 
216.) Thou, O Man of GOD, flee the en- 
ſnaring Enticements of this World; and follow 


after Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Pa- 


tience, Meeſneſs. Fight the good Fight of Faith, 

tay bold on eternal Life, whereunto thou art 41. wu 
fo called, and baſt profe ed a good Profeſſion be- 
fore many Witneſſes. I give thee Charge in the 
Sight of GOD, who quickneth all Things, and 


before Chriſt Teſus, who before Pontius Pilate 


 nertneſſed a good Confeſſion, that thou keep this 
Commandment without Spot, unrebukable, until 


the Appearing of our Lord Teſus Chriſt ; @obich 


in his Times he ſhall ſhew, who is the bleſſed and 


only Potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord 


Lords; 100 only hath Immortality, dwell:ng 
in the Light, which no Man can approach unto; 
whom no Man hath ſeen, nor can fee : To whom 


be Honour and Power everlaſting. Amen. 
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